
Saving the Green
Idlewild is committed to wise conservation 
stewardship, saving the planet and dollars
How does a Bible-teaching church, home to 10,000 
servant members, radiate the relevancy of following 
Jesus Christ to a world concerned with conservation 
of resources? With a lush 143-acre campus and 
440,000 square feet of ministry space, there is 
no disputing that Idlewild Baptist Church stands 
as a bold witness to the surrounding community.  
From the construction of the newest Idlewild site 
in 2004, however, both Senior Pastor Ken Whitten 
and the Building Committee demonstrated a wise 
understanding that “from everyone who has been 
given much, much will be demanded” (Luke 12:48) 
with cutting-edge clarity and commitment.
Selecting tinted windows and light-colored roofing 
to reduce solar heat load, the leaders invested in 
Energy Star-rated appliances to ensure cost-saving 
efficiency for the life of the facility. Completely 
automating heating, ventilating, and air conditioning 
with occupancy sensors, they hired Tony Pasley and 
Robert Wilson as Director of Facility and Grounds 
and Facility Maintenance Manager, respectively, 
to oversee daily operations. And that’s just the 
beginning. See details at right for the rest of the story. 

Idlewild News

Living out the “Year to Serve”

Related online content »
Go to the new online version of the 
Lamp—called eLamp—at:

www.idlewild.org/elamp
Read the complete story. 
Look for “Conservation 
Stewardship.” 

Three service-oriented ministries capture  
the spirit of 2009, the “Year to Serve”
Serving Jesus, reaching our 
community for Christ, and putting 
others first—that’s the whole 
idea behind Idlewild’s “Year 
to Serve.” That’s the purpose 
behind three service-oriented 
ministries featured on Idlewild’s 
new blog-style website, eLamp, at: 
www.idlewild.org/elamp.
m Connection Partners
m Parking Ministry
m Concierge Ministry
Read and see photos of what 
they’re all about at eLamp.

Subscribe to eLamp
No need to wait for the print 
version of your Lamp to show 

up in your mailbox. 
You can visit our 
FREE new blog-
style website, eLamp 

(www.idlewild.org/elamp), and 
get instant updates anytime you 
want. You can subscribe using 
RSS Feeds or by e-mail. Also, two 
more great ways to get news from 
Idlewild: our weekly e-newsletter, 
i-News, and by following Idlewild 
on Twitter. Find out all about it at 
www.idlewild.org.

iWork In Between 
Careers Ministry

In between careers? 
Find support at the iWork 
meetings each Tuesday, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., in Room 
E104. Weekly meetings 
feature devotionals, 
testimonials, special 
speakers, job search 
instruction, networking, 
and mutual support. 
You’ll also get immediate 
access to Crossroads 
Career 
Network online 
resources at 
no charge. Go to eLamp 
(www.idlewild.org/elamp) 
or call 264-8771 for more 
information.

Christian Business Connection »
This ministry is designed for business owners, 
partners, and executives who want to make 
sure their talk on Sunday matches their walk 
Monday through Friday. We will discuss biblical 
principles that can be applied to everyday work 
environments and hear from those who are 
following God’s direction in business. Meetings 

are held the third Wednesday of each month. Our 
next meeting is June 17. Lunch is $10. R.S.V.P. to 
christianbusinessleaders@earthlink.net.

College Age Service 
Opportunities
The College Age Ministry has two 
exciting opportunities each week in 
which you can get involved during 
the “Year to Serve.” Each Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m., there’s The Point. Service 
opportunities include hospital and 
nursing home ministry, yard work, and 
renovation projects. Each Thursday, 
there’s ministry to the homeless. For 
more information, contact the College 
Age office at 264-8797.
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Recreation 
Wednesdays! 

Outdoor fun is on the 
roster for kids, ages 
6 through 5th grade. 
Register online for the 
free sports clinic, Night of 
Champions, Wednesday, 
June 10, and Kid’s 
Kickball on Wednesday, 
June 24. Both events will 
meet from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
at Idlewild’s Recreation 
Fields. Parents are 
welcome to stay and 
watch or may attend 
worship.



Hot Dog!
Recreation Ministry opens a new 
Fieldhouse and Concession Stand
“Take me out to the ball game, take me out with the 
crowd, buy me some peanuts and crackerjacks …” 

What memories does this song bring back for you? 
Maybe you and your dad at a ball game with a 

hotdog, a drink, and peanut shells in your lap? 
Or perhaps your mom coming to watch your 
little league games. Whatever your memory 
conceives, you can be sure that ballparks 
and food go hand in hand. 

This year, the Recreation Ministry was able to 
create a few memories of our own. At the start 
of our 2009 Youth Baseball/Softball season, we 

were pleased to open our new Fieldhouse and 
Concession Stand. See the information at right to 
learn more.

A review of all the exciting things God is doing at Idlewild

Related online content »
Go to the new online version of the 
Lamp—called eLamp—at:

www.idlewild.org/elamp
Read reports and view more 
photos; see “Fieldhouse 
and Concession Stand.” 

Exciting Idlewild Baptist Church                                                                                             June 2009

“Relate” message series begins

Related online content »
Go to the new online version of the 
Lamp—called eLamp—at:

www.idlewild.org/elamp
and discover more about 
Idlewild’s VBS:

» Watch a promotional video.

» Leave comments about 
VBS and e-mail us photos 
and stories about your VBS 
experiences: ibc@idlewild.

The people in your life can be a great source of joy— 
or frustration. Discover secrets from God’s Word about 
how to revive, refresh, and renew all the relationships 
in your life. Whether you’re married, single, a parent, 
a child, a boss, an employee, a student, a teacher—
whatever your role—you’ll find biblical principles that 
will enrich your life as you place Christ at the center of 
your network of relationships. Brought to you by Senior 
Pastor Ken Whitten each Sunday morning at 9:30 
and 11:00 a.m., the “Relate” message series is just 
beginning and runs through Sunday, June 21.

P.O. Box 44 • Lutz, FL 33548-0044
813.264.1515 • www.idlewild.org

Ken Whitten, Senior Pastor

Exciting news»
See this month’s cover story for the 
latest on Idlewild’s Vacation Bible 
School, June 15-19.
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Hop on Board
Vacation Bible School

Pack your bags 
for a fun and 
exciting ride 

through the Land 
Down Under during this 
year’s VBS Boomerang 
Express, June 15-19, 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 
noon. 
Kidaroos, 
ages 4 

through 
completed 5th 

grade, will discover 
the amazing truth that Jesus 

Christ desires to have a unique 
and personal relationship with them as they study 
the life of Peter throughout the week. Children, birth 
through age 3, can join the Outback adventure when 
their parents volunteer to help during VBS. Online 
registration has concluded, but you can still register 
your child(ren) on the first day of VBS, Monday, June 
15, 8:30 a.m. Call 264-1515, ext. 145, for complete 
details, including required registration information. 
Get on board for fun! It all comes back to Jesus!


