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MARCH 21, 2019 LUNCHEON 
MEET OUR MARCH SPEAKER • MICHAEL FRANCIS 

Maestro Michael Francis quickly established himself 

internationally. Known for maintaining a diverse repertoire 

while paying particular attention to the composers of his native 

Great Britain, Michael has enjoyed a great reception 

throughout North America, Europe, and Asia. 

Before conducting, Michael belonged to the European Union 

Youth Orchestra, graduated from the Cardiff University School 

of Music, and in 2003 began playing double-bass in the 

London Symphony. But he always knew that conducting was 

his true passion. His conducting career suddenly took off in 

January 2007 when he stepped in, at the last moment, to 

replace an ailing conductor of the London Symphony. Critics 

called it a “triumph for young Michael Francis!” One month later, Michael was asked to aid the 

London Symphony again - this time with just two hours notice - when the composer/conductor 

became ill. Michael rose to the challenge! Then in January 2009, he replaced André Previn 

leading a German symphony group. Success again! 

Highlights of Michael’s 2018-2019 season include return 

appearances with the MDR Leipzig Radio Symphony 

Orchestra, as well as orchestras/symphonies in 

Rochester, Indianapolis, St. Louis, Phoenix, and San 

Diego. His return to the Deutsche Staatsphilharmonie 

Rheinland-Pfalz was an 

extensive 8-week creative 

partnership. Other guest 

and return appearances in 

North America included the Cleveland Orchestra and symphonies 

of New York, Cincinnati, Houston, Atlanta, Pittsburgh, Montreal, 

Toronto, and Ottawa. European engagements included Bavaria, 

Berlin, Dresden, Helsinki, Madrid, and many groups in London, 

Wales, and Scotland. In Asia, Michael conducted music groups in 

Taiwan, Hong Kong, Japan, Malaysia, and Seoul, South Korea. 

 

The Maestro at work…. 

 

Maestro Michael Francis 

Michael Francis 

 



 

Page 2 

                            MARCH - APRIL  
MARCH 21, 2019 LUNCHEON (CONT) 

Working with young musicians has always been a priority 

for Michael. He will return to the National Youth Orchestra 

of Canada during the summer of 2019. Michael has made 

frequent visits to Miami’s New World Symphony and 

recently returned to the National Youth Orchestra of 

Scotland. He also works regularly with young musicians in 

Florida as part of The Florida Orchestra’s extensive 

community engagement. 

Michael is in his fourth year as Music 

Director of The Florida Orchestra 

where he has led a large community initiative that includes statewide 

residencies, program collaborations with museums, and a highly expanded 

lecture series. In 2018, Michael was appointed the new chief conductor of a 

German Philharmonic group and music director of the Mainly Mozart Festival 

in San Diego.  

Michael’s wife, Cindy, is from Lutz, graduated from Gaither High School, is a 

Harvard University graduate, and met Michael at a charity ball in London! She 

has achieved success in the business world, and now manages many aspects 

of Michael’s career. They have a beautiful four-year-old daughter, Annabella, 

and are members of Idlewild Baptist Church. 

Michael and Cindy 

Francis 

 

 

...a Successful Performance…. 

MEET PETE AND MARY ELLEN KLUCK 

Pete and Mary Ellen Kluck have served as 

missionaries with Wycliffe Bible Translators since 

1989, including 15 years in Cameroon, the heart of 

Africa.  

 Pete came to Christ as a cadet at the US Air 

Force Academy. After graduating in 1976, Pete 

spent the next 13 years flying as a fighter pilot and 

instructor in the Philippines, Spain, Turkey, Italy 

and Florida. God used those years in the Air Force 

to help prepare him for an exciting, faith-building career change in 1989. Sensing God 

leading him in a new direction with eternal significance, Pete resigned from the Air Force, 

mid-career, to join Wycliffe Bible Translators and bring the Good News to millions. 

 

MEET OUR APRIL 18TH SPEAKERS 

 

Pete and Mary Ellen Kluck 
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About that same time, Mary Ellen Lilley entered the picture. Raised in a godly Christian 

home, Mary Ellen felt God’s tug toward missions as a young girl in a Baptist church in 

Ormond Beach. She received her nursing degree at USF and headed off to Papua, New 

Guinea for a two-year term as a missionary nurse with Wycliffe. Some mutual friends 

wondered if Pete and Mary Ellen might make a good match and, well, the romance began. 

Long before the days of email, Facebook, and texting, they mailed aerogrammes back and 

forth until Mary Ellen finished her time in PNG and returned to Florida. Pete and Mary Ellen 

met, grew in love and in understanding that God was moving them in the same direction. 

They married in 1990. 

After French language study in France, they headed to 

Cameroon where Pete helped lead Wycliffe’s work 

among some of the 270 languages there. Mary Ellen 

served as a missionary nurse, finance assistant, and 

homeschooling mom. God blessed them with two 

wonderful adopted children, Nathan (1994) and Abbie 

(1998). In 2007 Pete and Mary Ellen relocated to 

Tampa to help provide for their children’s special 

medical and educational needs, but their hearts are still 

fully engaged in the great task of Bible translation.  

Pete served for seven years as Wycliffe’s Field Programs liaison for central Africa, 

coordinating Bible translation, literacy training, and community development projects in 16 

countries across central and western Africa. His current role combines coaching and 

mentoring new Wycliffe missionaries and leadership development 

throughout Wycliffe USA. Pete also plays a key role in a multi-

mission leadership training program to help train national and 

missionary leaders from over 50 countries.   

Mary Ellen assists Pete in his Wycliffe roles and is also involved in  

a wonderful Christian outreach to many international women at 

USF. Ladies from Iran, Iraq, China, and many other countries meet 

with a team of Christian women to improve their English skills, and 

do basic Bible studies that introduce them to Jesus.  

Both Mary Ellen and Pete say their story is about a great God with 

a deep love for all people in the world, using two imperfect 

“ordinary” people to help bring His great message to those who still 

wait.  

 

Abbie, Pete, Mary Ellen, & Nathan 

Kluck 

 

Pete with Rodriguez

(Ghana) and Isaac

(Nigeria) 
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LOWRY PARK 
WEDNESDAY  MARCH 13, 2019 

Join us for a fun time at Lowry 

Park as we explore the zoo and 

experience a guided tram tour. 

We will enjoy a great lunch on 

your own at Trips Diner after we 

leave the zoo.  

Leave IBC—9:00am 

Return IBC - 3:00pm 
Cost - $30 
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Group of 10 or more - Seniors will pay $175.00/person - Double Occupancy 

Room and Meals Included 
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 8:00 a.m. 
Steadfast Seekers ♦ Room:  Fireside Room ♦ Teacher: Pastor Phillip Hanes 

Email:   

Group:  Eclectic mix of older, younger, married, and single 

Average attendance:  15 
 

Surrendered to Christ ♦  Room:  W101 ♦ Teacher:  Lou Sanchez 

Email: tclefbone@gmail.com  

Group:  Single/widowed and married 

Average attendance:  11-13 
 

Bereans ♦ Room: E104AB ♦ Teacher:  Wayne Burks                

Email:  wburks1@verizon.net 

Group:  Primarily married adults in their 40’s through 70’s     

Average attendance:  50+ 
 

Alive in Christ ♦ Room: E111AB ♦ Teacher: Bob Sprinkle  

Email: rsprinkle@sprinkleconsulting.com 

Average attendance:  60-70 
 
 
Golden Circle Class ♦ Room E106 ♦ Teacher: Louise Switzer 

Email: louiseswitzer8@gmail.com  

Group: Ladies of any age: widows, singles, divorced, and those whose husbands do not attend  

IBC or attend a men’s class. 

Average attendance: 15-20 

 

9:15 a.m. 
Omegans ♦ Room:  E109 ♦ Teacher: Mike Honn 

Email:  bigdoghonn@hotmail.com   

Group:  Widowed and married, 40’s-80’s  

Average attendance:  30-40 
 

Joint Heirs ♦ Room:  E104 ♦ Teacher:  Ed Obaugh  

Email: skyhawkva@aol.com 

Group:  Mixture of single, married, widowed and divorced from late 40’s to early 70’s 

Average attendance:  60 
 
Women of Faith ♦  Room:  W101 ♦ Teacher:  Sandy LeCompte  

Email:  sglc137@gmail.com 

Group:  Single, widowed, and divorced ladies ages 50-70 

Average attendance:  20-25 

  



 

   Page 7 

               MARCH - APRIL  
JOIN A BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CLASS THIS SUNDAY! 

11:00 a.m. 
Seniors for Christ ♦ Room:  W101 ♦ Teacher:  Wes Dunn  

Email:  revwdunn@aim.com  

Group:  Mixed group of couples, singles and widows ages 65+ 

Average attendance: 14 
 

Women of Berea ♦ Room:  E102 ♦ Teacher:  Yulia Pledger  

Email:  wpledger@myrapidsys.com 

Group:  Women over the age of 50 

Average attendance:  33 
 

Seekers Fellowship ♦ Room:  E104 ♦ Teacher:  Larry Carr / Bob Ward  

Email: carrcita@aol.com / honeymomandpapa@aol.com 

Group:  Mixed from couples, singles and widows ages of 55-75 and up 

Average attendance: 70 
 

Faith ♦ Room:  E101 ♦ Teacher:  Nora Morris   

Email:  robmorris211@yahoo.com  

Group:  Women, 60’s+  

Average attendance:  6-13 
 

Spiritual Builders ♦ E112 ♦ Teacher: Dr. Paul Enns  

Email:  penns@idlewild.org 

Group:  Wide age range from young couples with children to retirees 

Average attendance:  135 
 

Path Seekers ♦ Room:  E107♦ Teacher:  Jerry Nash   

Email: beachdays@verizon.net 

Group:  Primarily single and married adults 60+ 

Average attendance: 30 
 

Count It All Joy Class ♦ Room:  W302 ♦ Teacher: Lance Peterson 

Email:  marlan4441@gmail.com 

Group:  Single, widowed, and married 

Average attendance:  14 
 

Seeker’s Outreach ♦ Room:  E109 ♦ Teacher:  Al Melton  

Email: melton4him@msn.com  

Group:  Ages 35-75 

Average attendance: 37 

  

mailto:penns@idlewild.org
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FLORIDA BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME 

JOY MINISTRY MISSION TRIP 

APRIL 24-26, 2019  

$150.00/person 

Join us as we participate in a 3-DAY Mission trip with 

the Spirit of giving ourselves. We will serve in the 

Compassion Center of the Florida Baptist Children’s 

Home during the day and have the opportunity to 

engage with foster children in the evenings.   
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We’re seeking candidates for an incredible 

volunteer opportunity in our JOY Ministry! 

Each month, our wonderful JOY Ministry 

luncheons come together under the 

direction of our JOY planning team.  These 

ladies work tirelessly throughout the year - 

meeting, planning, organizing, decorating, 

and serving from start to finish at each 

luncheon.  They come early, they stay late, 

and they make our JOY Ministry luncheons memorable in every way! 

Are YOU looking for an opportunity to learn more about their work?  Would 

YOU like to join our team?   

Then call 813-264-8779 and let Suzanne Peterson help you get connected to 

the next step in the process! 

 
 

 

 

GIFT CARDS FOR THE ONE 

Join us as we participate in collecting seventy $10 McDonald’s gift cards for 

the children at the Florida Baptist Children's Home. We will be doing a three-

day Senior Adult mission trip in April with the JOY Ministry. We would like to 

bless the children on the campus with a special treat.  

When: Before April 21, 2019 

Where: Put in an envelope with the name:  

Rachel Krutsinger/JOY Ministry 

Drop off at the Church office for JOY Ministry Mission Trip 

(8:30am - 4:30pm • Monday - Friday) 
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Pastor Phillip sends out a  monthly 

‘ONE CALL’ message reminding 

you about upcoming events or  

special opportunities. If you are not 

receiving his message, but would 

like to, please call 813-264-8779 to 

have your number added or stop by 

the information table and leave 

your number. 

 

 
 

If you have a prayer 

request, please 

complete a blue ‘Prayer 

Card’ located on each 

table during our 

monthly luncheon or at 

the information table. 

Our Prayer Team would 

love to pray for you.    

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

On the first and third Wednesday of 

each month, a team of volunteers 

gather for prayer and  assignments 

to go and visit our homebound and 

nursing home seniors. If you are 

interested in joining them, please 

call Rachel at 813-789-9223 or email  

rkrutsinger@idlewild.org 

 

         

 

Thank you to those who 

stay and help clear 

tables. If you are 

interested in joining the 

Helping Hands Team, 

please stay after the 

luncheon. We are able 

to finish around 2:30PM 

due to all the helping 

hands!  

Helping Hands 

 

2019 Senior Trips 

Mar. - Lowry Park 

Apr. - Lake Yale 

May -  Tampa History 
           Center 

June - One Day 
           Lakeland 

July -  Star Ship Cruise 

Aug. -  Tampa Theater 

Sept. -  Washington DC 

Oct. -  Davidson of 
   Dundee Candy Center 

Nov. -  Air Boat Cruise  

Dec. - No Trip 

Whatever you do, work 

heartily, as for the Lord 

and not for men, knowing 

that from the Lord you 

will receive the 

inheritance as your 

reward.   

Col. 3:23-24 

March 21st 

April 18th 

May 16th 

June 20th 

July 25th 

August 15th 

September 

19th 

October 24th 

November 14th 

December 19th 

 

Pastor Phillip’s  
Monthly Message 

Visitation Ministry 

2019 JOY 

Luncheons 
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$7.00 PER PERSON 

$7.00 per Person 

MAY  JOY  LUNCHEON 
Thursday, May 16, 2019 

12 Noon in Gatheria 

Advanced paid reservations are required for all senior luncheons.  

You may register online at the senior adult page of the Idlewild website (www.idlewild.org/seniors) under 

Register For An Event, at the Event Registration counters by Welcome Centers 1 & 2 on Sunday morning or 

Wednesday night, or at the Welcome Table at the conclusion of any JOY Ministry luncheon. 

 

STROLL IN THE PARK 

JUNE JOY LUNCHEON  

Thursday,  June 20, 2019 

12 Noon  in the Gatheria 

This delightful theme will be of great interest to Idlewild 

Seniors.  Music will enhance the presentation...plus, you will be 

served a very enjoyable meal.  As always, you can share happy 

fellowship with members of our Idlewild Family and  meet new 

friends, too.  Come join us! 

FOR YOUR PLEASURE…… An  Interesting  Program, Lovely  

Music, A  Delicious  Meal, Colorful  Decorations, Sweet  

Fellowship, Lots  of  Fun. 

REGISTER  EARLY…      Event  Registration  (Wed./Sun.)  OR  

    *Website:  idlewild.org/seniors OR 

     *After April JOY Luncheon 



 

Joy Ministry Newsletter ♦ Editor: Suzanne Peterson 

Email: speterson@idlewild.org 

Phone:  813-264-8779 

Married Four Times 

The local news station was interviewing an 80-year-old lady because she had just 

gotten married for the fourth time after being a widow of 3 earlier husbands. 

The interviewer asked her questions about her life, about what it felt like to be 

marrying again at 80, and then about her new husband's occupation.. "He's a funeral 

director," she answered. "Interesting," the newsman thought... He then asked her if 

she wouldn't mind telling him a little about her first three husbands and what they did 

for a living. 

She paused for a few moments, needing time to reflect on all those years. After a 

short time, a smile came to her face and she answered proudly, explaining that she 

had first married a banker when she was in her 20's, then a circus ringmaster when in 

her 40's, and a preacher when in her 60's, and now - in her 80's - a funeral director. 

The interviewer looked at her, quite astonished, and asked why she had married men 

with such diverse careers. 

She smiled and explained, "I married one for the money, two for the show, three to get 

ready, and four to go."  


