
 Pray with your heart. You may be reluctant to pray because you feel inadequate or 
simply don’t know how or what to pray. Is there something that causes a heaviness in your 
mind or emotions? On the other hand, are you full of Joy? Start there. Speak these things to 
God. Be unreserved and pour them out to God. 
 Worship, praise and thanksgiving should always be a part of our prayers. If you do 
not know where to start in your prayers, begin with this biblical launching pad.  The best 
way to inaugurate worship in your heart and prayers is to open the Bible and fill your mind 
with God’s Word. Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you. Read out loud to God and soon you will be 
engaged in a one-on-one worship and prayer service.
 Wherever you find yourself in your worship, emotions, Bible study, burdens or 
celebrations, release it all to God in prayer without holding back. Charles Spurgeon reveals 
that this is more important than refined speech, amount of content, organization of thought 
or the finest prayer resume. He said, “True prayer is measured by weight not length. A 
single groan before God may have more fullness of prayer in it than a fine oration of great 
length.
 The Holy Spirit is our example. Romans 8:26b-27 says, “…the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind 
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.” The 
Holy Spirit’s intercession for us is with groans that can go deeper and farther than words. 
His prayers are with depth of heart, power and truth more than impressive speech.
 It seems that the Holy Spirit has our back from every direction. His help when we 
are weak includes empowering us in prayer. He prays on our behalf when we don’t know 
what to pray. He groans within us and lays his heart over our hearts in prayer and brings us 
to pray in truth because believers in Christ “have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16b) 
and the indwelling of the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9-11) making possible the continual 
filling of the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 4:18b) God will answer our prayers because he knows our 
hearts and because the Holy Spirit will lead us to pray and will pray on our behalf according 
to God’s will. Be encouraged in prayer. When you are on the mountain or in the trenches or 
when you don’t know where to start, be unrestrained. Cry out to God. The Holy Spirit will 
hear you, He will lead you, He will bless you in the throne room of God. (Heb. 4:14-16)

Greg Murphy – Minister, Family Care

September 2019



Dr. Ken Whitten 
Senior Pastor 

Personal:
1. Last month I asked your prayers for 
my Ginny and I are very grateful for every card, 
flower, phone call, text, and hug we received 
this past month after Mrs. Barbara’s memorial 
service. Your love and prayers sustain us through 
loss and hardships that come our way.
2. We are very grateful that the Lord 
brought us Palmer Gray Whitten, a healthy and 

beautiful new granddaughter. Praise God for our growing family. Pray for 
Philip, daddy to four girls!

3. As we welcome one grandchild we say goodbye to another. Precious Harris 
is heading to Tallahassee Community College! We are so proud of her and 
thankful for the opportunity to be her grandparents and to see her embark 
on such a great adventure. 

4. Please pray for this Pastor’s safety as I have several upcoming speaking 
engagements and lots of air travel. Pray that God uses flights and Uber rides 
as opportunities for people to hear the Gospel. Pray for my safety and health 
during these trips.

Ministry:
1. Our Missions Conference is soon approaching! Please pray that the Lord will 

use His Word from the book of Acts and the guest speakers that will be here 
to mobilize our church like never before. 

2. Pray that the Spirit will give us a holy push toward MOVEMENT and pray 
God would remove any obstacles that would slow down or hinder our 
MOVEMENT. 

3. Please pray for our Idlewild pastors and staff as we disciple and develop new 
leaders in the church. Pray that we are a good conduit to help connect our 
people to serving.

4. Finally, pray for our members who for whatever reason are no longer 
attending or involved in our church. You may know someone, pray for them 
by name. I recently shared with you from the pulpit that we have thousands 
of inactive members - call upon the Lord to #1 - bring them back into the 
fold and #2 - give them a heart that is on mission to reach out their one. 

5. I feel like I say this every time, but I can’t help it. I am so thankful for you 
and so blessed by your prayer ministry. When I think of you I have the same 
Spirit as Paul did when writing to the Philippians, “I thank my God every 
time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” Phil. 1:3-6

Office of the Pastor



Brian McDougall
Executive Pastor

Personal:
1. Diana: Please pray for Diana as she is recovering from an orthopedic surgery. 

Please pray that God’s healing process will relieve the pain.
2. Dad: He recently has had some health setbacks. Please continue to pray for 

Dad’s healing to speak more clearly and to swallow better, both issues are 
issues from a recent stroke.

3. Leta: For my sister, that she will have health, courage and strength as she 
is the full-time caregiver for my Dad. Since Dad’s recent health setback the 
level of care Leta provides has to be stepped up quite a bit. Leta is a godly 
pro, but needs our prayers for strength and endurance.

4. Tim: Please continue to pray for my bother-in-law, Tim,. to fully recover from 
knee replacement surgery.

5. Logan and Aimee: For my son and daughter-in-law to continue to grow 
closer to God and each other as a newlywed couple. Please pray for Logan to 
find the job the Lord wants him to have.

6. Lauren and Gabe: Praising God for their new married life together.

Ministry:
1. Church Vision and Mission: That our members would engage in the Vision 

and Mission of the Church.
2. LEAD: That LEAD (Leadership Engagement and Discipleship) would be 

effective in thousands of Idlewild members discovering their spiritual gifts, 
being equipped therein and serving in the area that God has planned for 
them (Eph. 2:10, 4:11-12).

3. Staff: To fill the open positions with God’s perfect candidates. That new staff 
members would assimilate effectively and quickly into the work and culture 
of Idlewild.

4. Accelerate: Praising the Lord for the great progress that is being made by the 
generous givers of Idlewild to pay off the debt of the Church.

5. 2020 Ministry Plan: Please pray for the staff as they are working on their 
Ministry Plans for 2020. Pray that we will follow God’s perfect leading as we 
pray and plan for the move of God that He wants to do here at Idlewild.

Reno Zunz
Minister, Caring Ministry

Personal:
1. Please continue to cover Sherri and me with your prayers for our spiritual 

Please continue to cover Sherri and me with your prayers for our spiritual 
walks, marriage, and families.

2. Sherri is back to work and well after surgery. Thank you so much for your 
prayers on her behalf

Member Care Ministries



3. We are still in need of prayer for my stepmother Samantha. She is getting 
very close to need to move into an Assisted Living. We have much work to 
do to make that happen.

4. Please pray for our ministry to our neighbors. Getting closer to having 
neighbors move in across the street from us!

5. For daughters-in-law Megan and Janell as they wear many hats as wives and 
mothers of young children, and for our youngest daughter-in-law Jenna as 
she teaches school.

6. Please pray for our sons Jonathan, David (one of our pastors), and Andy - for 
their continued spiritual growth and leadership.

Ministry:
1. That God would direct our Member Care Ministry daily to give our all to 

assist members through their difficult times. 
2. My Ministry Assistant Lainey has returned part-time. Please pray for her and 

Deborah Schoeman as they juggle many ministries and responsibilities. Also 
pray for Linda Sienkiewicz as she anchors our ministries with her hard work 
and wisdom.

3. Pray for our Back Yard Baptism event on Sunday, September 22. Pray that 
many would publically profess their faith in Jesus Christ!

4. That God would bless Deana Troyer as she leads our Special Needs 
Ministries, granting her wisdom and energy and strength, and would provide 
workers that love the students. We are so grateful for our SN Team!

5. That the Lord would watch over our Idlewild widows and provide for all of 
their needs, physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

6. For our Deacon Leadership this critical year: Cary Gaylord(Chairman); Andy 
Whitten(1st Vice Chairman); Clinton Dailey(2nd Vice Chairman); Mike 
Ruckman(Secretary); Charles Tipton(Treasurer); and Dana Hardee and Don 
Enoch(Yokefellow Coordinators

7. Please pray for all of our foster families. Pray also for the Foster Training 
Class this month ending on September 21. It is a very large class! We are so 
excited as God is moving in a wonderful way in our community to provide 
homes for these children.

 

Greg Murphy
Minister, Family Care

Personal:
1. Please pray for me to hear the Lord clearly in prayer through His Word 

and apply and implement what He says, but first to abide in Christ and to 
increase my time with Him each day. Pray for the Lord to take me deeper in 
study and personal worship.

2. Pray for the new baby that is due in November. PTL! It will be a girl! Mom 
and little girl are well. Our grandson, Joshua, is a year old and Robert and 
Rebecca are expecting number 2. Thank you for your prayers. Please pray for 
health and salvation. All live in Texas. Pray for salvation for little ones and for 



guidance for and blessings on the family. 
3. Please pray for Lynn to be blessed in her roles as wife and mother and now 

loving her these two new grandchildren. Lynn is a blessing to me each day 
and as she serves along side of me in ministry, prayer, Starting Point, and the 
“Christ in Us” group.

4. Please continue to pray for direction and the Lord’s blessings on Isabella’s 
life in the next 5 to 10 years, which are important years for making lasting 
life decisions. Pray for leadership in education as she transitions from high 
school to college years. Pray for continued growth and wisdom in daily Bible 
study and fellowship in the Holy Spirit.

5. Thank you for praying for my mother, Sarah. She continues to live in a 
Care Facility in NC. Pray for the Lord to fill her days with His Word and the 
encouragement and blessing of His presence. Pray for her to encounter the 
Holy Spirit’s presence each day and to maintain a sharp mind and to be able 
to be in the Word of God and fellowship with the body of Christ. Please pray 
for her to be physically comfortable. 

Ministry:
1. Please pray for prayer to increase daily as the culture and practice at 

Idlewild. Pray also for special prayer events and seasons of prayer to 
motivate us to grow in the area of prayer and relationship with the Lord. 
Currently we are finalizing pray event plans for 2019 and now looking to 
2020.

2. Prepare your hearts in prayer for the Worship services on Sunday, November 
10, 2019 that will have been set aside for seasons of prayer!

3. Please pray that the Lord will use the new prayer webpage and other 
new prayer media to motivate prayer in His church including through the 
Watchman prayer wall, Praylude, the prayer room and other prayer groups 
and ministries. Please pray for hearts to be stirred toward the Lord and 
prayer by the scripture and quotes on the PRAY list on Wednesday nights. 

4. God has blessed us with a beautiful pair of prayer rooms by the Fireside 
room. I hope you will go by and pray over the rooms and spend some time 
there, but especially pray that God will raise up a powerful ministry of prayer 
around those rooms and also throughout the body of Christ at Idlewild. I 
believe we are at the beginning of what God may do through prayer. 

5. Please Pray for Linda Sienkiewicz, who is the Ministry Assistant in Family 
Care and for Lainey Bock who is the Ministry Assistant to Pastor Reno in 
Member Care. Please pray for them as they currently assists in the many 
areas of the Family Care/Caring Ministry.

Phillip Hanes
Minister, Biblical Guidance & Senior Adults

Personal:
1. For Mary and I as we seek to continue to be in the center of God’s will for 

our lives.
2. For our three children, our one daughter-in-law, and our two 



granddaughters - whom we love with all our hearts!
3. For our fathers - Mary’s dad, Frank Patrick (age 87) and my father, Fred 

Hanes (age 92) - that the Lord would continue to bless them both with good 
health, strength, and joy as they continue to walk with Him!

4. Thank you for your prayers for our ongoing support groups: Celebrate 
Recovery, iWork, GriefShare, DivorceCare, Parents of Addicted Children, 
Depression Support Group, and Spouses L.I.F.E. Group

Ministry:
1. For our upcoming JOY Ministry luncheon (September 19th) as Dr. 

Mondonico Williams speaks to our seniors about JOY and Pastor Andy 
Schelb provides our special music! 

2. For our Bible Fellowship Groups that meet each Sunday morning - for the 
teachers and for the attendees who make it a priority to come and study 
God’s Word together.

3. For our upcoming Fall JOY Ministry trip (in September) to Washington, D.C. 
to visit The Museum of the Bible and other historic places of interest.

4. For our Fall JOY Ministry 3-Day Mission trip to serve at the Florida Baptiist 
Children’s Home in Lakeland. Pray for the children, the foster parents, the 
single moms, the community, and the One More Child Staff we will go to 
help and encourage!

5. For the countless number of folks I counsel with from week to week. The 
Lord has allowed me the great privilege to meet with people who are 
looking for God’s answers to life’s problems. Pray that they would discover 
His provision for their lives!

Deana Troyer 
Special Needs Coordinator

Personal:
1. That I will focus on kingdom matters rather than personal agenda
2. That I will demonstrate love to my husband, family, friends and strangers as 

God loves me, as I desire to be loved
3. That each family member would seek God and see Him at work in our 

various struggles
4. That I will run to the Father rather than to anyone or anything else when I 

am stressed, uncomfortable or in need of rest

Ministry:
1. Growing inclusion of individuals with special needs and other differences, 

recognizing their value and their contributions within the mainstream of the 
church

2. Continued growth and unity in Deaf Ministry, including a new teacher 
needed for the 9:15 class and additional interpreters qualified both with 
strong skills and with holy hands to meet the various needs at both Lutz and 
The Springs

3. Individuals who have the heart to be shadows (helpers in Preschool or 



Children’s Ministry for kids that need extra guidance on Sunday mornings, 
in Awana and in Worship Quest). Many needs surface with each new school 
year. 

4. Amy DeVore, as she writes the script for this year’s Christmas pageant, that 
God will be glorified and our students will have opportunities to share their 
gifts and their love

5. Service and employment opportunities for our students who desire to live 
productive and fruitful lives

Dr. Edgar Aponte
Minister, Global Missions

Personal:
1. Please ask the Lord to fill us with the knowledge of his will through all 

wisdom and understanding
2. That we may live a life worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him, bearing fruit 

in every good work
3. That the Lord may give us grace and favor as we continue to meet our 

neighbors 
4. That the Lord will open more doors for the Gospel
5. For wisdom as we try to discern what is the best treatment/therapy for 

Daniel (4).

Ministry:
1. Pray for the Lord will continue to provide through our members to the 

Idlewild on Mission Fund
2. God’s provision to fund more mission trips; and the continued support of 

our missionaries 
3. Pray that the Lord will call professionals and retiree from Idlewild to the 

nations

Ray Sanabria
Minister, International Missions
 
Ministry:
1. Persecution In Cuba 
2. Planning of the Global Impact Conference in 9/29-10/6
3. Wisdom in the selection of future Signature Partners 

Personal:
1. Pray for Unsaved Relatives
2. Prayer for My One

Missions



Dr. Mondonico Williams
Minister, Local Missions

Personal:
1. Please pray for three guys I am starting to disciple. Two approached me and 

one I see needs maturing in the faith. 

Ministry:
1. Pray for all the leaders in Kenya that we taught the book of Acts to in July. 

Pray for protection, provision, and perseverance.
2. Pray for more labors in the schools. 
3. I need wisdom on how to move this ministry forward

Eloy Rodríguez
Lead Pastor, Hispanic Church

Personal:
1. My mother and brother are moving to live with me.
2. My daughter’s wedding

Ministry:
1. HC Marriage Retreat in September
2. My son Samuel leading a mission trip to Brazil

Ron Upton
Minister, Worship & Creative Arts

Personal:
1. I want to thank you for your continued prayers on behalf of my family. 

Please pray for my wife, Miska; my son, Ethan, who graduated in August and 
has begun the interview process in the field of Environmental Sciences; for 
my daughter, Maret, and her husband, Zach; and for my son, Nathan. Please 
pray that as a family, we all make wise choices and decisions.

Ministry:
1. The Choir’s Fall Kick Off is upon us! It’s the best time of the year to join the 

Adult Choir. Music Rehearsals have begun and the script for the Christmas 
Presentation is being written. Please pray that those who have sensed a 
leading to the Adult Choir will remain faithful and that God will prompt 
others to join us.

2. The All Church Orchestra will be on Sunday, September 15th. This is not 
only a wonderful worship time through instrumental music, but it is a great 

Worship & Creative Arts



recruiting tool as well. Please pray God will stir many to use their gifts to 
serve the Lord.

3. Please pray for wisdom for me as I seek to prompt a multicultural, multi-
generational body of believers to worship the Lord Jesus Christ in unity, spirit 
and truth.

Steve Kirby
Minister, Instrumental Music

Personal:
1. Family – Bonnie, Daniel (Aden and Jackson), Joel (Veronica, Ryleigh and 

Raegan) and Erin (Matt).
2. Pray for Daniel and Jen (as parents) as they raise Aden and Jackson up in 

the nurture and admonition of the Lord, even from different states. Daniel’s 
boys are basically growing up without him. Jen does not go to church or 
wants anything to do with church. Because of her not going, the boys don’t 
go to church in NC. Daniel has the boys for longer periods of time now that 
the boys are in year-round school, which is a huge blessing (10 weeks of 
school, 3 weeks with Daniel). Pray that God would install His wisdom in 
them and that they would come to Christ. Pray for wisdom, sound minds 
and God’s grace on their lives.

3. Pray for Joel and Veronica as they lean on Him and make Him a priority in all 
things. Pray that Joel and Veronica will continue to be the parents to Ryleigh 
and Raegan that God has called them to be.

4. Pray for Erin and Matt. Matt is very far from the Lord. But, God continues 
to show Himself faithful. We are praying that Matt comes to Christ soon. 
Pray for Erin as she still deals with headaches, migraines and a severe wheat 
allergy. Continue to pray for God’s perfect will to be manifested in her life 
now and the future. Thank you for lifting my children (and grandchildren) up 
in prayer! Pray for wisdom and direction.

5. Bonnie’s 5 weeks of radiation 5 times a week (25 total) began August 13. 
After that, she will have 4 different radiation treatments over two weeks. We 
are praying that these treatments eradicate the cancer.

Ministry:
1. The Worship Orchestra as we are always looking for additional 

instrumentalists to join with us. We are always in need of string players 
(violin, viola, cello), but all other instruments are welcome. We had our 
Christmas Preview Party back on August 23, so we’re now ramping up for 
the Christmas presentations. Before that, the orchestra will have their 
All-Church Orchestra morning of instrumental music Sunday morning, 
September 15. Pray for us to have many guest and visitors play that 
morning.

2. The Student Worship Community, including the WILD Orchestra, as we 
pray for godly leadership with a thirst for God’s Word. We are always 
looking for additional instrumentalists. We are especially in need of string 
and woodwind players (particularly violin, flute and clarinet), but all other 



instruments are welcome (and needed). Pray that we can capture young 
musicians to train and to become better worshippers and better worship 
leaders. We had a great kickoff with over 130 students who are interested in 
worship arts. How awesome is that!

3. The Centre for Music, Worship and the Arts as we go through the fall term. 
We are always in need of qualified instructors, specifically vocal (male and 
female), piano and guitar. The Lord filled our empty positions that were 
vacated by retiring teachers. Amen! Pray that we can continue to meet the 
needs according to the Lord’s plan for us.

Jordan Richmond
Minister, Music and Worship

Personal:
1. Thank you for praying for me, my family, and the ministry I serve in here at 

Idlewild. 
2. Would you please pray for me and my family? I need to do a better job 

leading my family in worship and devotions consistently. 
3. Finally please pray that I would be continually filled with the Spirit. I want it - 

but I’m also “prone to wander Lord I feel it.”

Ministry:
1. Would you pray for our Student Worship Ministry as we head into the fall? 

There are so many things that contribute to a healthy person and likewise a 
healthy ministry. Pray we stay balanced and energized in our programming. 

David Zunz
Minister, Student Worship

Personal:
1. For my grandmother, Samantha, as she recovers and rehabilitates from For 

my wife Janell as she stays home with our two children.
2. For our 3 year-old daughter Adele and our 1 year-old son Ezra, for health 

and safety
3. For the salvation of our children, that they would accept Christ at an early 

age
4. For the future husband of our daughter and future wife of our son, that they 

would be pure, Christ-like spouses for our children.

Ministry:
1. For preparation for Fall semester of Student Worship events and rehearsals
2. For God to give me wisdom in several areas of discipline: Spiritual, personal 

health, work, finances and family
3. For leadership growth and renewal of ministry at Experience Conference in 

September



Sheila Goskie
Director, Children’s Music

Personal:
1. For my husband, Tom and our children Kristin (husband Sean, and son Joel), 

Kara (husband, Jordan; and daughters Ellison & Kate), Caleb (wife, Arielle) – 
that they would continue to love and follow the Lord and draw closer to Him 
and to each other.

2. For daughter, Kaylin – that she would have an impact and follow the Lord as 
He is leading to a job teaching at an Elementary School

3. For my brother that he would know the Truth and follow the Lord.\For the 
NYC women’s Missions trip that I am a part of on September 8-14 – please 
pray for the people we will encounter that God will draw them, we will share 
with them and they will follow

Ministry
1. Praise the Lord for Camp Agape and Christian Coris who led this program so 

faithfully.
2. For Worship Quest Fall Planning– pray for God’s perfect plan, and for leaders
3. For Worship Quest Fall Planning for presentations, leading in worship, etc.
4. For Worship Quest leaders – for those to be faithful to follow the Lord’s 

leading in serving in this ministry, for those who serve to share God’s grace 
and love each week

5. For our Fall Tiny Tots session that begins the first Wednesday in September 
– for lives to be impacted and drawn closer to the Lord through these 
interactive classes between parent/caregiver and toddler.

Wade Griffin
Minister, Families

Ministry:
1. This is such an exciting time of ministry here at Idlewild. We are well 

underway with the planning for 2020. With clarity around our Mission and 
Vision, we are asking God to give us wisdom related to programing that 
supports those things. We would greatly value your prayer as well!

2. The launch of our Vision efforts related to Community, Schools and Orphan 
Care are upon us! We are working very hard to build all of the tools to help 
our members effectively live out the Mission and Vision of the church.

3. The next Groups Leaders Rally will be held on Saturday, August 17 in Hall 
2. This is for anyone who is involved in any leadership role with adult small 
groups. Please join our team in praying that God will guide the agenda and 
bless the time we spend together.

4. We have a Young Married Retreat scheduled for September 20-22. I would 
greatly appreciate your prayer that this time would be transformational in 
the lives of young people. There is a team working on all of the details, but 

Family Ministries



without God’s blessing, it will have minimal impact.

Personal:
1. We have our 8th grandchild on the way. Our daughter Jennifer and her 

husband Philip are expecting their fourth daughter in mid-August. Praying 
for a healthy girl and that they will figure out a name!

2. The Cuba Entrust trip Kim and I are going on has been moved back to 
November. This was driven by the Cuban government. They are getting more 
and more engaged with religious visas. We would greatly appreciate your 
prayers for this trip!

3. It seems that our enemy is aggressively attacking young families at this 
time. Please pray for God’s protection and that these couples will keep their 
hearts and minds set on Christ.

4. We would appreciate your prayers for our neighbors. We hosted a nice 
event in our home with a group of neighbors. We are praying about doing a 
homemade ice cream event in late August either at our home or one of our 
neighbors, the Waters. We are praying that our group will continue to grow 
and include those who are far from God.

Rob Taylor
Minister, Stewardship and Men’s Ministry

Personal:
1. Susan, as she continues to be a faithful and supportive wife, mother and 

partner in Gospel ministry.
2. Our four children, Kelby and wife Katura, Kelley and husband Colin, Kent and 

Kyle and grandchildren James and Taylor. Pray that my children will please 
God in every area of their lives and that they will be fruitful in every good 
work. Pray for Kyle as he will be transitioning to Cambridge Christian School 
as he enters the sixth grade. We are thankful that the Lord has opened this 
door for him. Colossians 1:9-12

3. Pray for Connie, my ministry assistant, as she serves the Lord through 
Idlewild in many ways. Pray that she will daily enjoy God’s rich blessing 
and favor and for wisdom and discernment and strength to support the 
stewardship and men’s ministry with excellence.  

Ministry:
1. Pray for many families to respond to a monthly video presentation on 

Stewardship/Generosity during our new member’s class called Starting 
Point. Pray that it would motivate many to give consistently to the Lord 
through Idlewild.

2. Pray for wisdom and discernment for our benevolence team and our food 
bank team to effectively meet the needs of those who are hurting and in 
crisis. Pray that God will raise up workers to serve in this strategic ministry. 
I praise God for many volunteers who faithfully serve in this ministry with 
such faithfulness and diligence.

3. Pray for the Stewardship Ministry as we endeavor to cultivate a culture of 



generosity within the Idlewild family and raise the temperature of Biblical 
Stewardship. Pray for the planning of a Fall Generosity Sermon and Group 
teaching series that we will be able to lead people on their Generosity 
Pathway.

4. Praise God for many families that are sacrificially giving in the Accelerate 
Stewardship Program and funding Idlewild’s vision of “Loving My Church,” 
“Leading His Church,” and “Launching The Church.” Praise God that our total 
indebtedness continues to decrease and we are on schedule to be debt free 
in 2021.

5. Pray that many men will participate in our Fall Semester Bible Studies will 
take the next step in their spiritual growth and ministry calling and impact 
their families and community for Christ through MoMENtum. (Ministry to 
Men)

6. Pray for Men of Iron which is a one to one and micro group discipleship 
ministry. Pray for the 50 pairs of men that are currently meeting and growing 
spiritually together and that many more men will commit to being part of a 
mentor/protégé opportunity in the future. 

Scott Nieman
Minister, Recreation Outreach

Ministry:
1. Please pray as we launch our 2019 youth soccer program with over 1000 

youth. Our program begins September 3.
2. Please pray specifically for our coach needs to be met.
3. Pray as we launch our inaugural adult co-ed soccer program this Fall

Brendon Schlappi
Minister, Single Adults and Young Adults

Personal:
1. Pray for my last semester of seminary beginning in the fall. That I would 

finish well and be able to balance school with family and ministry.
2. Pray for our son, Colson, as he is having some difficulty adjusting to the 

changes in our family. He is our first child and now he has a little brother and 
a foster sister to share us with.

3. Pray for Ally, as she returns to work
4. Pray for my grandmother, Melba, who is very ill and not a believer.

Ministry:
1. Pray that Young Adults and Single Adults not yet connected to the ministry 

would join a group and feel welcomed and loved. 
2. Pray for direction and wisdom during teacher transitions
3. Pray that the Lord would raise up new leaders from within the ministry.
4. Pray for the 2020 planning season, that the focus in Singles ministry would 

be more on people than programs.



Dana Hardee
Coordinator, Men’s Ministry

Personal:
1. Praise the Lord for answered prayers! Please continue to pray for family 

Susan, Debra, Doug, Jack, & Jacob; Amy, Pete, Bella, & Jean
2. My dry eyes are much improved.

Ministry:
1. Pray 2 Timothy 2:2 for our reaching every man to provide the discipleship 

opportunities they are seeking
2. Pray for our September Cuba team for visas to be issued

Jodie Montgomery 
Ministry Director, Family Life/Women

Personal:
1. Right pace in all
2. Family to represent Savior
3. Susan and Cody ready, as much as you can be, for baby-healthy, EASY 

delivery:-)
4. Praise: Susan & Baby “Cody-still not named so based on Dad’s moniker” 

doing great
5. Praise: Time with Samuel in Arkansas

Ministry:
1. Registrants particularly for new classes
2. Admin. details covered
3. Good health as so much going on
4. Wisdom for 2020 planning
5. Strong start for new Bible Study volunteer coordinator Allison!
6. Praise: Many new volunteers helping in discipleship, Heartfelt and new Bible 

Study classes
7. Praise: Diane, a dear volunteer, training to help with admin.; Terri organizing 

all the materials we loan out- these are huge helps!

Kelly Knouse
Minister, Next Generation

Personal:
1. Thank God for the children and leaders who attended the retreat. This was a 

time of discipleship 
2. and evangelism as we reached many preteens for Christ.

Next Gen



3. Pray for LEAD to be implemented throughout the church as we embrace this 
in Next-Gen 

4. Ministries. Pray for Pastor Kelly as he leads our team.
5. Pray for the Lord to bless our small group leaders on Sunday as they weekly 

diligently teach 
6. children the Word of God. Pray for creativity, time-management, and love 

for every child.
7. Pray for every child to feel loved, know they are a child of God and taught in 

a powerful way every week.
8. Pray for a strong outreach program to begin where every child absent will be 

contacted and know by name.
9. Thank you for your steadfast prayers.

Ministry:
Praise:
1. Praise for God’s provision in our ministry and family this year.
2. Praise for an amazing summer of camps and missions.  Praise for the many 

students who came to know Jesus and are following Him more closely. 
3. The growth we’ve experienced in student ministry.

Patrick Newbill
Minister, Children Ministry

Personal:
1. Please pray for us as we have inherited a 14 year-old daughter. 
2. Pray for wisdom as we face this new adventure.
3. Pray for a spiritually open heart for this 14 year old.
4. Please pray for Patrick to work so efficiently that he can give the time 

needed to be ‘dad’ again. 
5. Pray for my son (in LA) to make Christian friends.

Ministry:
1. Please pray for us as we have inherited a 14 year-old daughter. 
2. Pray for wisdom as we face this new adventure.
3. Pray for a spiritually open heart for this 14 year old.
4. Please pray for Patrick to work so efficiently that he can give the time 

needed to be ‘dad’ again. 
5. Pray for my son (in LA) to make Christian friends.

Andy Schelb
Minister, Children’s Discipleship

Personal:
1. Praise Reed loves his new school, God has been so kind to him. We’ve had 

many opportunities to show him that. 
2. Praise Audrey is getting more and more words and better at communicating.



3. My “one,” my neighbor Bobbie had open heart surgery and is recovering. I 
had the opportunity to share the gospel so clearly with him. He’s trusting in 
being a good person. My heart is so grieved for him. Pray that we will have 
another opportunity to talk soon, and that God will convict him. 

4. I got to see Bobbie’s sister Winnie, and share the gospel with her and his 
daughter Andrea. Neither accepted. Winnie is trusting in being good, and 
Andrea didn’t seem to be interested. I’m grateful to get to share, but I’d 
rather them know Jesus. Pray God moves supernaturally

Ministry: 
1. Praise First night of Awana went tremendously. 
2. Pray for growth in the Awana ministry. Pray we would see incredible life 

change. 
3. Pray for Kidz Cove, that God would send us more volunteers at the 11am 

hour specifically. 
4. Huge praise He’s stockpiled our 9am hour of Kidz Cove. 
5. Pray that God would keep his hand on kid’s ministry and bring more lost kids 

that we can reach for His glory.

Chris Dotson
Minister, High School Students

Personal:
1. Praise for the arrival of our daughter, Rosie James Dotson, on August 19. 

Mom and baby girl are healthy and doing well.
2. Please pray for my brother who is in rehab in Georgia. Pray for God to heal 

him from his addiction as well as draw him closer to himself. 
3. Pray for my marriage as we adjust to a new season of life. 
4. Pray for my personal discipline of spending time with the Lord daily.

Jay Sanders
Minister, College

Personal:
1. Pray that I will for fight for my time with God daily.
2. Pray that I will lead and love my wife well. 

Ministry:
1. Pray for God’s supernatural favor as we interact with 1,000’s of student at 

USF in the month of August and September.



Andrew Evans 
Minister, Middle School Students

Personal:
1. Please continue to pray for relational opportunities with my neighbors.

Ministry:
1. Pray for a smooth transition for our 5th graders. The transition into middle 

school can be a difficult one - both for the student and the parent. We want 
each family to feel valued, welcome, and engaged!

2. Pray for more middle school leadership. We need teachers to pour into our 
students on Sunday mornings!

3. Please pray for our students to actively engage in sharing the gospel.

Linda Epperson
Director, Children’s Ministries

Personal:
1. We celebrated our 42nd wedding anniversary and I’m so thankful for God’s 

amazing love and grace in our lives.
2. Pray for our family members that are far from the Lord; pray for their hearts 

to be receptive to the Lord.
3. Pray for our precious grandchildren 10, 6. 3. and almost 1-year old. Pray for 

all of them to surrender their lives to Christ at an early age.
4. Pray for my mom Celia, who turns 89 in October to make wise decisions, to 

have endurance, relief from back pain and to feel the presence of the Lord.
5. Pray for Rod’s brother, Jack, in Miami to be strengthened physically after his 

recent heart surgery. 
6. Pray for a good visit with him at the end of September.

Ministry:
1. Praise God for His sovereign hand in every detail of VBS. The Lord’s Thank 

God for the children and leaders who attended the retreat. This was a time 
of discipleship and evangelism as we reached many preteens for Christ.

2. Pray for LEAD to be implemented throughout the church as we embrace this 
in Next-Gen Ministries. 

3. Pray for Pastor Kelly as he leads our team.
4. Pray for the Lord to bless our small group leaders on Sunday as they weekly 

diligently teach children the Word of God. 
5. Pray for creativity, time-management, and love for every child.
6. Pray for every child to feel loved, know they are a child of God and taught in 

a powerful way every week.
7. Pray for a strong outreach program to begin where every child absent will be 

contacted and know by name.
Thank you for your steadfast prayers.



Chip Luter
Campus Pastor, Idlewild at the Springs

Personal:
1. Continued prayer for my family in the loss of my Grandfather, Fred Sr. 

Especially for my Grandmother, Maxie Ruth Luter, who is grieving the loss of 
her husband of 57 years.

2. Praise Report - My daughter Zoe will be 4 years old on August 8th! 
3. Pray for my Son, Drew who will begin 1st Grade this fall. Also for my 

daughter, Zoe who will begin VPK this fall

Ministry:
1. For me to be sensitive to the Lord’s voice as I start the 2020 budget and 

calendar planning process for the Springs campus.
2. For a young man name Caleb whose mom passed away about a month ago. 

He is 12 years old.
3. For the connections we are making on Adopt A Block. May these 

connections turn into Gospel conversations and church engagement.
4. That more people who attend service on Sunday will take the next step in 

getting involved in a group so that they can build community and mature in 
their faith.

Ken Smith
Minister, Administation

Personal:
1. Pray for all our children and grandchildren who have returned to school in 

August. And of course, their teachers too! Pray that no matter the school, 
(home, private, or public) students will learn that all Scripture is instruction 
in righteousness (right living). Pray students will see every subject they are 
taught through the Truth of God’s Word, (math, science, biology, social 
science, politics, ethics, economics, philosophy, psychology). 

2. Pray that we, as a church and as parents and grandparents, will model 
in our speech and actions a Biblical Christian world view in all those 
areas mentioned above. We desire that the words of our mouth and the 
meditations of our heart be acceptable in the sight of our great God.

Ministry:
1. Pray for the Managers and Pastors on staff. They are in the midst of leading 

a busy end of Summer and Fall program along with being deep into the 
planning for ministry in 2020 and some other major ministry initiatives. 

Idlewild At the Springs

Administration



We know that our God supplies our every need including enough time to 
accomplish His will and plan, but our staff need your prayers to have the 
wisdom to be good stewards of time and insight on how to prioritize.



The Weekly Watchman is the weekly online version of 
Watchman on the Wall.  Go to www.idlewild.org/prayer and 
click on the link “Subscribe To Our Latest Updates” to receive 

weekly emails with prayer requests from our Pastors and 
Leaders

Praylude
 

Join Pastor Greg Murphy for a time of heart preparation, worship-
based prayer, and intercession each Wednesday evening 5:30-
6:15 in the Prayer Room beside the Fireside Room. Prayer can 
lead us to powerfully encounter God in relationship, worship 

and ministry. Let’s Seek God’s face together!


