
“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your 
joy will be complete.” (John 16:24)

Dear Watchman and Idlewild friends and family,

Jim Maxim wrote, “Prayer is first and foremost our fellowship with God the Father; Jesus, 
His Son; and the Holy Spirit.” Before we ask for anything in prayer this month, let me 
encourage you to enjoy being in the presence of God. He has perfect fellowship within His 
three persons and it amazes me that he invites believers into that wonderful, loving union of 
Himself. 

In the 10 days between the ascension and Pentecost, disciples in a group of 120 believers 
were seen worshiping in the temple continually, “praising God” (Luke 24:53), and they were 
seen praying constantly in an upper room all in Jerusalem. (Acts 1:14) It is often assumed 
that they were praying for the coming of the Holy Spirit, but we find that this is not likely. 
The coming of the Holy Spirit did not depend on prayer but on the Promise of Jesus. In Acts 
1:4, they are instructed by Jesus to wait in Jerusalem and in verse 8 Jesus said, “…you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you….”

It appears that their waiting is not doing nothing, but active waiting which includes prayer, 
trust and obedience. It seems from the passages in Luke and in Acts that their prayers 
included worship. Jesus was no longer in their presence. The Holy Spirit had not yet been 
sent. They missed their beloved Savior and prayed to him personally in fellowship and 
worship. Jesus taught them the night before His death, in preparing them for grief, that 
they would be blessed by the entire Trinity and that they could ask anything in the name of 
Jesus as seen in John 16:24. It is perhaps here that the practice of praying in the name of 
Jesus confidently and in love and fellowship began, even as Jesus had prayed to His Father 
in Heaven.

Pray in love and in fellowship to our Wonderful Savior. Ask and receive in the Name of Jesus 
and  your joy will be complete!

Greg Murphy – Minister, Family Care

October 2019



Dr. Ken Whitten 
Senior Pastor 

Personal:
1. I am grateful for the 30 years God 
has given me and Mrs. Ginny at Idlewild. I am 
humbled when I look back and see the work 
that God has done at Idlewild. Remembering is a 
central theme in Scripture. God constantly asked 
his people to “remember not to forget.” Praise 
God with me for His faithfulness to this Pastor 
and to you these last 30 years.

2. Praise God with me for our staff. Pray for their walk with the Lord. Pray for 
revival among us.

3. Praise God for our deacons and lay leaders. Pray for their refinement and 
purity before God.

4. Praise God for the people he has brought to worship at Idlewild. Pray for 
their sanctification and growth in Jesus.

5. Praise God with me for my beautiful family. Praise God for my godly wife, 
Mrs. Ginny. Praise God that my kids and grandkids are all walking with the 
Lord and serving him faithfully. Pray that the little ones will know Jesus as 
their Savior early on in life.

Ministry:
1. Please pray for me and Mrs. Ginny as we lead a group on an Israel tour this 

month. Pray that God would do a work in all of our hearts as we take in the 
sights of the Holy Land.

2. We are getting ready for our Global Impact Conference (GIC). Pray that 
God will use our speakers and conversations to initiate MOVEMENT in our 
people.

3. Pray for our missionaries. We will have an opportunity to pray for them by 
name and requests. Let’s do that together.

4. Pray for our leadership and committee members. Pray for wisdom in 
decisions concerning 2020.

5. Pray that I make wise choices concerning speaking invitations that pour in 
on a regular basis.

Brian McDougall
Executive Pastor

Personal:
1. Diana: Please pray for Diana as she is recovering from an orthopedic surgery. 

Diana is making good progress, but has good days and bad days. Thanks so 
much for praying for her.

Office of the Pastor 2. Dad: He recently has had some health setbacks. Please continue to pray 
for Dad’s healing to speak more clearly and to swallow better, both issues 
are issues from a recent stroke. Dad has just turned 96 years old, we are 
celebrating his continued gift to us.

3. Leta: For my sister, that she will have health, courage and strength as she 
is the full time caregiver for my Dad. Since Dad’s recent health setback the 
level of care Leta provides has to be stepped up quite a bit. Leta is a godly 
pro, but needs our prayers for strength and endurance.

4. Logan and Aimee: For my son and daughter in law to continue to grow closer 
to God and each other as a newlywed couple. Praise the Lord and thanks for 
your prayers, the Lord has blessed Logan with a great job.

5. Lauren and Gabe: Praising God for their new married life together.

Ministry:
1. Church Vision and Mission: That our members would engage in the Vision 

and Mission of the Church.
2. LEAD: That LEAD(Leadership Engagement and Discipleship) would be 

effective in thousands of Idlewild members discovering their spiritual gifts, 
being equipped therein and serving in the area that God has planned for 
them (Eph. 2:10, 4:11-12). You will be hearing a lot more about “Join the 
Movement” as that is the messaging that has gone live to the Church for 
LEAD.

3. Accelerate: Praising the Lord for the great progress that is being made by the 
generous givers of Idlewild to pay off the debt of the Church.

4. 2020 Ministry Plan: Please pray for the staff as they are working on their 
Ministry Plans for 2020. Pray that we will follow God’s perfect leading as we 
pray and plan for the move of God that He wants to do here at Idlewild.

5. Please pray that members would be led by the spirit to give generously 
at the end of year to make up for the year to date shortfalls to our 2019 
Ministry Plan.

6. Please pray that all Idlewild members would joyfully have 1,000s of gospel 
conversations with those that are far from God.

7. Please pray for Revival in our Church.

Reno Zunz
Minister, Caring Ministry

Personal:
1. Please continue to cover Sherri and me with your prayers for our spiritual 

Please continue to cover Sherri and me with your prayers for our spiritual 
walks, marriage, and families.

2. Sherri is praying about another part-time job opportunity working for a 
neighbor who is a physician. Please pray for wisdom to know His will.

3. Please pray for my stepmother Samantha. She is getting very close to need 
to move into an Assisted Living. We still have much work to do to make that 
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happen.
4. For daughters-in-law Megan and Janell as they wear many hats as wives and 

mothers of young children, and for our youngest daughter-in-law Jenna as 
she teaches school.

5. Please pray for our sons Jonathan, David (one of our pastors), and Andy - for 
their continued spiritual growth and leadership.

6. My mother (Elverie) and stepfather (Jerry) live in Georgia. They will be 
visiting

Ministry:
1. That God would direct our Member Care Ministry daily to give our all to 

assist members through their difficult times.
2. My Ministry Assistant Lainey has returned part-time. Please pray for her and 

Deborah Schoeman as they juggle many ministries and responsibilities. Also 
pray for Linda Sienkiewicz as she anchors our ministries with her hard work 
and wisdom.

3. Pray for many to follow through on their professions of faith and go into the 
waters of believer’s baptism!

4. That God would bless Deana Troyer as she leads our Special Needs 
Ministries, granting her wisdom and energy and strength, and would provide 
workers that love the students. We are so grateful for our SN Team!

5. That the Lord would watch over our Idlewild widows and provide for all of 
their needs, physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

6. For our Deacon Leadership this critical year: Cary Gaylord(Chairman); Andy 
Whitten(1st Vice Chairman); Clinton Dailey(2nd Vice Chairman); Mike 
Ruckman(Secretary); Charles Tipton(Treasurer); and Dana Hardee and 
Don Enoch(Yokefellow Coordinators). We have a Lord’s Supper on Sunday, 
October 20.

7. Please pray for all of our foster families. We have TBRI(Trust Based Relational 
Intervention) Training and Care Community Training this month and also a 
Foster Parents Morning Out!

 

Greg Murphy
Minister, Family Care

Personal:
1. Please pray for me to hear the Lord clearly in prayer through His Word 

and apply and implement what He says, but first to abide in Christ and to 
increase my time with Him each day. Pray for the Lord to take me deeper in 
study and personal worship

2. Pray for the new baby that is due in November. PTL! It will be a girl! Mom 
and little girl are well. Our grandson, Joshua, is a year and a half old and 
Robert and Rebecca are expecting number 2. Thank you for your prayers. 
Please pray for health and salvation All live in Texas. Pray for salvation for 
little ones and for guidance for and blessings on the family.

3. Please pray for Lynn to be blessed in her roles as wife and mother and now 

loving her these two new grandchildren. Lynn is a blessing to me each day 
and as she serves along side of me in ministry, prayer, Starting Point, and the 
“Christ in Us” group.

4. Please continue to pray for direction and the Lord’s blessings on Isabella’s 
life in the next 5 to 10 years, which are important years for making lasting 
life decisions. Pray for leadership in education as she transitions from high 
school to college years. Pray for continued growth and wisdom in daily Bible 
study and fellowship in the Holy Spirit.

5. Thank you for praying for my mother, Sarah in this season of her life. She 
continues to live in a Care Facility in NC. Pray for the Lord to fill her days with 
His Word and the encouragement and blessing of His presence. Pray for her 
to encounter the Holy Spirit’s presence each day and to maintain a sharp 
mind and to be able to be in the Word of God and fellowship with the body 
of Christ. Please pray for her to be physically comfortable.

Ministry:
1. Please pray for prayer to increase daily as the culture and practice at 

Idlewild. Pray also for special prayer events and seasons of prayer to 
motivate us to grow in the area of prayer and relationship with the Lord. 
Currently we are finalizing pray event plans for 2019 and now looking to 
2020.

2. Prepare your hearts in prayer for the Worship services on Sunday, November 
10, 2019 that will have been set aside for seasons of prayer!

3. Please pray for the younger generations especially to know the Word of 
God in such a way as to be strong against the cultural attacks on the crucial 
doctrines and principles of Christianity. Pray that God will bring awakening 
and raise up laborers and that the culture will be freshly permeated with the 
Word of God.

4. Please pray that the Lord will use the new prayer webpage and other 
new prayer media to motivate prayer in His church including through the 
Watchman prayer wall, Praylude, the prayer room and other prayer groups 
and ministries. Please pray for hearts to be stirred toward the Lord and 
prayer by the scripture and quotes on the PRAY list on Wednesday nights.

5. God has blessed us with a beautiful pair of prayer rooms by the Fireside 
room. I hope you will go by and pray over the rooms and spend some time 
there, but especially pray that God will raise up a powerful ministry of prayer 
around those rooms and also throughout the body of Christ at Idlewild. I 
believe we are at the beginning of what God may do through prayer.

6. Please Pray for Linda Sienkiewicz, who is the Ministry Assistant in Family 
Care and for Lainey Bock who is the Ministry Assistant to Pastor Reno in 
Member Care. Please pray for them as they currently assists in the many 
areas of the Family Care/Caring Ministry.



Phillip Hanes
Minister, Biblical Guidance & Senior Adults

Personal:
1. For Mary and I as we seek to continue to be in the center of God’s will for 

our lives.
2. For our three children, our one daughter-in-law, and our two 

granddaughters - whom we love with all our hearts!
3. For our fathers - Mary’s dad, Frank Patrick (age 87) and my father, Fred 

Hanes (age 92) - that the Lord would continue to bless them both with good 
health, strength, and joy as they continue to walk with Him!

4. Thank you for your prayers for our ongoing support groups: Celebrate 
Recovery, iWork, GriefShare, DivorceCare, Parents of Addicted Children, 
Depression Support Group, and Spouses L.I.F.E. Group.

Ministry:
1. For our upcoming JOY Ministry luncheon on October 24th.  Jay Sanders (out 

IBC College Minister)will be our guest speaker and discuss “Reaching the 
Next Generation.”  Abby Perez will be our musical guest. 

2. For our Bible Fellowship Groups that meet each Sunday morning - for the 
teachers and for the attendees who make it a priority to come and study 
God’s Word together.

3. For my ministry assistants who work tirelessly every day to help touch lives 
for Christ - Suzanne Peterson & Jinnie Stevenson, and Rachel Krutsinger our 
JOY Ministry Ambassador who loves to love on our senior adults!

4. For my time away in October to enjoy some vacation days with Mary as 
we see family and rest during a trip to Newport News Virginia – Mary’s 
hometown 

5. For the countless number of folks I counsel with from week to week. The 
Lord has allowed me the great privilege to meet with people who are 
looking for God’s answers to life’s problems. Pray that they would discover 
His provision for their lives!

Deana Troyer 
Special Needs Coordinator

Personal:
1. That I will focus on kingdom matters rather than personal agenda
2. That I will demonstrate love to my husband, family, friends and strangers as 

God loves me, as I desire to be loved
3. That each family member would seek God and see Him at work in our 

various struggles
4. That I will run to the Father rather than to anyone or anything else when I 

am stressed, uncomfortable or in need of rest

Ministry:
1. Growing inclusion of individuals with special needs and other differences, 

recognizing their value and their contributions within the mainstream of the 
church

2. Continued growth and unity in Deaf Ministry, including a new teacher 
needed for the 9:15 class and additional interpreters qualified both with 
strong skills and with holy hands to meet the various needs at both Lutz 
and The Springs. We are praising God for one new interpreter joining us last 
month. Please continue to pray for this vital ministry!

3. Barnabas Team Members - Individuals who have the heart to be strategic 
helpers in Preschool or Children’s Ministry for kids that need extra guidance 
on Sunday mornings, in Awana and in Worship Quest. This is a fabulous 
opportunity to invest time in one specific student, helping them participate 
at their level and grow in an inclusive setting with a variety of age-peers.

4. The students are working hard on their material for this year’s Christmas 
pageant. May God be glorified and our students have opportunities to share 
their gifts and their love for God and others.

5. Service and employment opportunities for our students who desire to live 
productive and fruitful lives. Several are already blessing our church body 
with their service.

6. JOY Luncheon next month will feature The Portico Chorus, an inclusive 
music group composed of teens and adults with various abilities and 
challenges. Some are members of Idlewild, while others are from the 
community. Pray for good connections between the church and the 
community.

Dr. Edgar Aponte
Minister, Global Missions

Personal:
1. Please ask the Lord to fill us with the knowledge of his will through all 

wisdom and understanding
2. That we may live a life worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him, bearing fruit 

in every good work
3. That the Lord may give us grace and favor as we continue to meet our 

neighbors 
4. That the Lord will open more doors for the Gospel
5. For wisdom as we try to discern what is the best treatment/therapy for 

Daniel (4).

Ministry:
1. Pray for the Lord to continue to provide through our members to the 

Idlewild on Mission Fund
2. God’s provision to fund more mission trips; and the continued support of 

our missionaries 

Missions



3. Pray that the Lord will call professionals and retirees from Idlewild to the 
nations

Ray Sanabria
Minister, International Missions
 
Ministry:
1. For “Fruit that Abides” will result from the 2019 Global Impact Conference
2. For the Vision Trips to: London in October and Mexico City in December may 

they produce two new Signature Partners.
3. Prayer for our 2020 Mission Team Leaders.
4. Prayer for safety and protection for the 2020 Mission Teams
5. Prayer for God to provide the funding needed for the many Local - National 

& International 2020 Projects & Trips.

Personal:
1. Pray for Unsaved Relatives
2. Prayer for My One

Dr. Mondonico Williams
Minister, Local Missions

Personal:
1. Unspoken request (God knows the situation

Ministry:
1. Wisdom for leading Local Missions

Eloy Rodríguez
Lead Pastor, Hispanic Church

Personal:
1. For my wife and I going through my mother’s health, at 94 with stage 4 

cancer and my brother’s mental disability

Ministry:
1. Idlewild Español yearly events to reach the lost. 

Ron Upton
Minister, Worship & Creative Arts

Personal:
1. I want to thank you for your continued prayers on behalf of my family. 

Please pray for my wife, Miska; my son, Ethan, who graduated in August and 
has begun the interview process in the field of Environmental Sciences; for 
my daughter, Maret, and her husband, Zach; and for my son, Nathan. Please 
pray that as a family, we all make wise choices and decisions.

Ministry:
1. Music Rehearsals have begun and the script for the Christmas Presentation 

has just been completed. Please pray for the cast selection and specialty 
segments. Tickets for this year’s Presentation go on sale Sunday, Oct. 6.

2. We are grateful to honor our Worship Leader, Pastor Ken Whitten, on his 
30th Anniversary, Sunday, October 13. Please pray that he, Ginny, and family 
will be encouraged as we praise God for His leadership in their lives.

3. Please pray for wisdom for me as I seek to prompt a multicultural, multi-
generational body of believers to worship the Lord Jesus Christ in unity, spirit 
and truth.

Steve Kirby
Minister, Instrumental Music

Personal:
1. Family – Bonnie, Daniel (Aden and Jackson), Joel (Veronica, Ryleigh and 

Raegan) and Erin (Matt).
2. Pray for Daniel. Jen is in a treatment facility and has given Daniel temporary 

custody of the boys through the rest of the school year 2019-2020. Pray as 
he looks to have permanent custody of the boys. They have not been in a 
stable environment. Pray that Jen will be rehabilitated and begin to get her 
life back. Pray for wisdom, sound minds and God’s grace on their lives.

3. Pray for Joel and Veronica as they lean on Him and make Him a priority in all 
things. Pray that Joel and Veronica will continue to be the parents to Ryleigh 
and Raegan that God has called them to be.

4. Pray for Erin and Matt. Matt is very far from the Lord. But, God continues 
to show Himself faithful. We are praying that Matt comes to Christ soon. 
Pray for Erin as she still deals with headaches, migraines and a severe wheat 
allergy. Continue to pray for God’s perfect will to be manifested in her life 
now and the future. Thank you for lifting my children (and grandchildren) up 
in prayer! Pray for wisdom and direction.

5. Bonnie finished her 5 weeks of radiation 5 times a week (25 total) last 
month. She has 4 different radiation treatments over two weeks this month. 
We are praying that these treatments eradicate the cancer. Praise: MRI did 
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not show the “spot” that they saw back in June. Amen!

Ministry:
1. The Worship Orchestra as we are always looking for additional 

instrumentalists to join with us. We are always in need of string players 
(violin, viola, cello), but all other instruments are welcome. We’re deep into 
rehearsing for the Christmas presentations. I believe God really blessed the 
All-Church Orchestra. Several of our guests have already joined the orchestra 
full-time. Amen!

2. The Student Worship Community, including the WILD Orchestra, as we 
pray for godly leadership with a thirst for God’s Word. We are always 
looking for additional instrumentalists. We are especially in need of string 
and woodwind players (particularly violin, flute and clarinet), but all other 
instruments are welcome (and needed). Pray that we can capture young 
musicians to train and to become better worshippers and better worship 
leaders.

3. The Centre for Music, Worship and the Arts as we are halfway through the 
fall term. We are always in need of qualified instructors, specifically vocal 
(male and female), piano and guitar. Pray that we can continue to meet the 
needs according to the Lord’s plan for us.

David Zunz
Minister, Student Worship

Personal:
1. For my wife Janell as she stays home with our two children.
2. For our 3 year-old daughter Adele and our 1 year-old son Ezra, for health 

and safety
3. For the salvation of our children, that they would accept Christ at an early 

age
4. For the future husband of our daughter and future wife of our son, that they 

would be pure, Christ-like spouses for our children.

Ministry:
1. For preparation for Fall semester of Student Worship events and rehearsals
2. For God to give me wisdom in several areas of discipline: Spiritual, personal 

health, work, finances and family
3. For God’s wisdom and favor in our transition within the Worship staff

Sheila Goskie
Director, Children’s Music

Personal:
1. For my husband, Tom and our children Kristin (husband Sean, and son Joel), 

Kara (husband, Jordan; and daughters Ellison & Kate), Caleb (wife, Arielle) – 
that they would continue to love and follow the Lord and draw closer to Him 
and to each other.

2. For daughter, Kaylin – that she would have an impact and follow the Lord as 
she just started a job teaching at an Elementary School

3. For my brother that he would know the Truth and follow the Lord.
4. Praise - The NYC women’s Missions trip that I went on was a huge blessing 

and we saw God moving

Ministry
1. For our WQ to meet the needs of today’s children and families, to lead the 

children to grow in their worship experiences and in their love for the Lord.
2. For the older age groups as they lead in worship this month:
 a. Grades 2-5 – Sun., Oct. 6
 b. 4th & 5th Grades – Wed., Oct. 16
 c. 2nd & 3rd Grades – Wed., Oct. 23
3. For Worship Quest leaders – for those to be faithful to follow the Lord’s 

leading in serving in this ministry, for those who serve to share God’s grace 
and love each week

4. For our Fall Tiny Tots session that continues in October – for lives to be 
impacted and drawn closer to the Lord through these interactive classes 
between parent/caregiver and toddler.

5. Plans for our Praise presentation on Sun., Nov. 24 for Grades 2-5 Worship 
Quest & Middle School WILD

Wade Griffin
Minister, Families

Personal:
1. It is hard to believe that Christmas is right around the corner! 2020 will be 

here before we know it. As we have planned for the future, the church staff 
has been working very hard to move us as a church toward engaging with 
our unsaved and unchurched neighbors, co-workers, friends and family. This 
all begins with prayer. Prayer that God would revive our own hearts and use 
us in the lives of those in whom He is working.

2. The Vision planning is complete, however, there is much work to be done 
to bring these plans to reality. If God does not direct and the Holy Spirit 
does not empower and if we don’t go with the love of Jesus in our hearts, 
the work will be in vain. Daily intimacy with God and falling more deeply in 
love with Him is our ultimate calling. It is from that overflow that we move 
forward.

3. Lastly, thank you all for praying for the Young Married Retreat in September. 
God definitely moved in an incredible way. I believe we will see the return 
from that investment over many years in the future. 

Ministry:
1. The Cuba Entrust trip Kim and I are going on has been moved back to 

November. This was driven by the Cuban government. At this point, our 
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religious visas have yet to be approved. We would greatly appreciate your 
prayers for this trip!

2. It seems that our enemy is aggressively attacking young families at this 
time. Please pray for God’s protection and that these couples will keep their 
hearts and minds set on Christ.

3. Thank you for your prayers for our neighbors. We have had several unique 
opportunities to demonstrate care and support to several neighbors. We 
definitely see God at work!

Rob Taylor
Minister, Stewardship and Men’s Ministry

Personal:
1. Susan, as she continues to be a faithful and supportive wife, mother and 

partner in Gospel ministry.
2. Our four children, Kelby and wife Katura, Kelley and husband Colin, Kent and 

Kyle and grandchildren James and Taylor. Pray that my children will please 
God in every area of their lives and that they will be fruitful in every good 
work. Colossians 1:9-12

3. Pray for Connie, my ministry assistant, as she serves the Lord through 
Idlewild in many ways. Pray that she will daily enjoy God’s rich blessing 
and favor and for wisdom and discernment and strength to support the 
stewardship and men’s ministry with excellence

Ministry:
1. Pray for many families to respond to a monthly video presentation on 

Stewardship/Generosity during our new member’s class called Starting 
Point. Pray that it would motivate many to give consistently to the Lord 
through Idlewild.

2. Pray for wisdom and discernment for our benevolence team and our food 
bank team to effectively meet the needs of those who are hurting and in 
crisis. Pray that God will raise up workers to serve in this strategic ministry. 
I praise God for many volunteers who faithfully serve in this ministry with 
such faithfulness and diligence.

3. Pray for the Stewardship Ministry as we endeavor to cultivate a culture of 
generosity within the Idlewild family and raise the temperature of Biblical 
Stewardship. Pray for the planning of a Fall Generosity Sermon and Group 
teaching series that we will be able to lead people on their Generosity 
Pathway.

4. 4. Praise God for many families that are sacrificially giving in the Accelerate 
Stewardship Program and funding Idlewild’s vision of “Loving My Church,” 
“Leading His Church,” and “Launching The Church.” Praise God that our total 
indebtedness continues to decrease and we are on schedule to be debt free 
in 2021.

5. Pray that many men that are participating in our Fall Semester Bible Studies 
to take the next step in their spiritual growth and ministry calling and impact 
their families and community for Christ through MoMENtum. (Ministry to 

Men)
6. Pray for Men of Iron which is a one to one and micro group discipleship 

ministry. Pray for the 50 pairs of men that our currently meeting and 
growing spiritually together and that many more men will commit to being 
part of a mentor/protégé opportunity in the future. Pray for our upcoming 
Men of Iron training on October 19th that many more men will sign up and 
engage in this ministry.

Scott Nieman
Minister, Recreation Outreach

Ministry:
1. Please continue to pray as we have launched our 2019 Fall soccer program. 

over 1200 youth, 60 adults, 108 team and 135 unchurched families within 
our outreach. Pray for relationships to be built and the opportunity for a 
clear gospel conversation is opened up.

2. Please lift up John Zeller as he had a minor stroke Thursday night 9/19. John 
is doing well and expected to make a full recovery. 

Brendon Schlappi
Minister, Single Adults and Young Adults

Personal:
1. Pray for my last semester of seminary beginning in the fall. That I would 

finish well and be able to balance school with family and ministry.
2. Pray for our son, Colson, as he is having some difficulty adjusting to the 

changes in our family. He is our first child and now he has a little brother and 
a foster sister to share us with.

3. Pray for Ally, as she returns to work
4. Pray for my grandmother, Melba, who is very ill and not a believer.

Ministry:
1. Pray that Young Adults and Single Adults not yet connected to the ministry 

would join a group and feel welcomed and loved. 
2. Pray for direction and wisdom during teacher transitions
3. Pray that the Lord would raise up new leaders from within the ministry.
4. Pray for the 2020 planning season, that the focus in Singles ministry would 

be more on people than programs.

Jodie Montgomery 
Ministry Director, Family Life/Women

Personal:
1. Quick, safe delivery of healthy baby boy for Susan and Cody Smith
2. Favor at work for Montgomery men and Son-in-laws



Ministry:
1. Bible Study members surmount obstacles and finish fall studies well
2. Health for all group leaders (many concerns this semester)
3. Protection of Heartfelt home gatherings
4. Wisdom in ministry planning
5. Kelly Knouse
6. Minister, Next Generation

Kelly Knouse
Minister, Next Generation

Personal:
1. My leadership as a husband, father, and pastor.  Pray for strength and 

direction, as to how I lead and hear to voice of Jesus this year. Pray for 
wisdom and clarity some decisions that are needed to be made for our 
family in the near future.

2. For Tara, as she leads the Loft 181 ministry. Pray for her balance of time and 
energy, as she leads and loves our children well.

3. For Cade, as he begins his 11th grade year at Land O Lakes HS. Pray for his 
walk with the Lord. Pray for him to grow in a desire to honor the Lord and 
make wise decisions. Pray for Godly friendships. Pray that he would be a 
leader and a light on the baseball team.

4.  For Ellason, as she begins her 10th grade year at Land O Lakes HS. Pray she 
continues to lead out spiritually among friends and on the soccer team.

5.  For McKenna, as she transitions to High School, as a 9th grader at Land O 
Lakes HS.  Pray for her to learn organization and discipline in this, her first 
year of high school. Please pray for her to use wisdom, make wise choices, 
and have hunger for Jesus this year.

6. For Presley and Tyce, as they attend Pineview MS. Pray for Tyce’s transition, 
as first year middle school student. Pray that they would both find 
confidence in the Lord and boldness as the stand for Him this year.. 

7.  For Paxton, as he begins to understand scripture and learns what it means 
to follow Jesus. Please pray that he experiences salvation at an early age. 
Pray for him, as he begins K4 classes.

8. For Precious, as she transitions to Tallahassee, where she’ll begin college in 
the Fall. Pray that she continues to grow in her faith and desire to seek the 
Lord. Pray that she finds a church to call her, and for her to get connected 
early in relationships and service.  Pray for her relationships and leadership 
with roommates in her apartment.

9.  Pray for wisdom this Fall, balancing time with ministry and family.

Ministry:
Praise:
1. Praise for God’s provision in our ministry and family this year.

2. Praise for an amazing summer of camps and missions.  Praise for the many 
students who came to know Jesus and are following Him more closely. 

3. The growth we’ve experienced in student ministry.

Patrick Newbill
Minister, Children Ministry

Personal:
1. Please pray for us as we have taken in a troubled 14 year old niece to live 

with us.
2. Pray for that same niece to soften to the things of Christ and come to Him.
3. Pray that my son in LA would make Christian friends from church.

Ministry:
1. Pray for God to bless our Christmas one day vbs.
2. Pray for God to provide kids cove workers at 11am.
3. Pray for our Kids Kare team.
4. Pray for our Awana Ministry to continue to grow this year

Andy Schelb
Minister, Children’s Discipleship

Personal:
1. Pray for my neighbors Bobbie and Andrea who need to accept Jesus.
2. Pray for my unnamed friend who needs Jesus.
3. Pray for Audrey’s salvation someday.

Ministry: 
1. Pray for God to bless our Christmas one day vbs.
2. Pray for God to provide kids cove workers at 11am.
3. Pray for our Kids Kare team.
4. Pray for our Awana Ministry to continue to grow this year

Chris Dotson
Minister, High School Students

Personal:
1. My brother as he transitions out of rehab and into sobriety housing.
2. My wife and I as we learn how to navigate a new season of life and ministry 

with our baby - Rosie.

Ministry:
1. That God would be a comfort for the brokenness I see in the lives of the 

Next Gen



4. Pray for Rod’s brother, Jack, in Miami to be strengthened physically after his 
recent heart surgery. 

Ministry:
1. Pray for LEAD to be implemented throughout the church as we embrace this 

in Next-Gen Ministries. 
2. Pray for Pastor Kelly as he leads our team.
3. Pray for the Lord to bless our small group leaders on Sunday as they weekly 

diligently teach children the Word of God. 
4. Pray for creativity, time-management, and love for every child.
5. Pray for every child to feel loved, know they are a child of God and taught in 

a powerful way every week.
6. Ginger Knowles relocated to Atlanta and were praying for the Lord to send 

us a new pre-teen coordinator.
7. Pray for a strong outreach program to begin where every child absent will be 

contacted and know by name.  Thank you for your steadfast prayers.

Idlewild At the Springs
Chip Luter
Campus Pastor, Idlewild at the Springs

Personal:
1. My wife and I just had a wonderful time away at the Young Married Couples 

Retreat. Praying that we can continue to build on what we learned.
2. My children’s development of their faith. My son has been more vocal about 

wanting to be a Christian. Pray that the Lord will give me and my wife the 
wisdom in how we pursue these conversations with him.

Ministry:
1. Pray for the Springs Married Couples Conference on Oct. 11-12
2. Pray for our ministry at Sulphur Springs K-8 school. We have some members 

that have started mentoring at the school.

students we minister to on a daily basis.

Jay Sanders
Minister, College

Personal:
1. Pray that I will for fight for my time with God daily.
2. Pray that I will lead and love my wife well. 

Ministry:
1. Pray for God’s supernatural favor as we interact with 1,000’s of students at 

USF.

Andrew Evans 
Minister, Middle School Students

Personal:
1. Please continue praying for relational opportunities with neighbors. The 

house across the street was just sold, and new neighbors moved in last 
week. Praying for God to open doors for conversation!

2. Pray for my cousin’s marriage. Asking for God to restore what has been 
broken.

3. Pray for a spouse and partner in ministry.

Ministry:
1. Pray for the launch of our Hope Team. It’s a student led initiative with the 

intention of making sure that every student feels seen, welcome, loved, and 
served.

2. Praying for our students to grab a hold of their identity in Christ. So much of 
their behavior stems from who they think they are.

3. Pray for our Girls Weekend. A weekend geared for middle and high school 
girls with the intention of building community and deepening their walk 
with Jesus.

Linda Epperson
Director, Children’s Ministries

Personal:
1. Pray for our family members that are far from the Lord; pray for their hearts 

to be receptive to the Lord.
2. Pray for our precious grandchildren 10, 6. 3. and almost 1-year old. Pray for 

all of them to surrender their lives to Christ at an early age.
3. Pray for my mom Celia, who turns 89 in October to make wise decisions, to 

have endurance, relief from back pain and to feel the presence of the Lord.



NOTES
Administration

Ken Smith
Minister, Administation

Personal:
1. Pray for all our children and grandchildren who have returned to school in 

August. And of course, their teachers too! Pray that no matter the school, 
(home, private, or public) students will learn that all Scripture is instruction 
in righteousness (right living). Pray students will see every subject they are 
taught through the Truth of God’s Word, (math, science, biology, social 
science, politics, ethics, economics, philosophy, psychology). 

2. Pray that we, as a church and as parents and grandparents, will model 
in our speech and actions a Biblical Christian world view in all those 
areas mentioned above. We desire that the words of our mouth and the 
meditations of our heart be acceptable in the sight of our great God.

Ministry:
1. Pray for the Managers and Pastors on staff. They are in the midst of leading 

a busy end of Summer and Fall program along with being deep into the 
planning for ministry in 2020 and some other major ministry initiatives. 
We know that our God supplies our every need including enough time to 
accomplish His will and plan, but our staff need your prayers to have the 
wisdom to be good stewards of time and insight on how to prioritize.



The Weekly Watchman is the weekly online version of 
Watchman on the Wall.  Go to www.idlewild.org/prayer and 
click on the link “Subscribe To Our Latest Updates” to receive 

weekly emails with prayer requests from our Pastors and 
Leaders

Praylude
 

Join Pastor Greg Murphy for a time of heart preparation, worship-
based prayer, and intercession each Wednesday evening 5:30-
6:15 in the Prayer Room beside the Fireside Room. Prayer can 
lead us to powerfully encounter God in relationship, worship 

and ministry. Let’s Seek God’s face together!


