
“How do we become mature in our prayer life? By praying.”
- Henry Blackaby

I am trusting that you were refreshed at the Refresh Prayer conference last 
week. I hope you will get to know the 5 Lifestyle prayer ministries at Idlewild 
that were highlighted at the conference. They are Watchman on the Wall, 
Praylude, Prayer Triangles, Family Prayer Altar and Bless Every Home. 

To start a Prayer Triangle, commit to pray in a group of three people for 15 
minutes or more each week. That is, you and 2 others can pray by zoom, 
facetime, phone, in person or however you choose. Get with your group of 3 
and choose your time to pray for each other and any topic. Watch for texts or 
emails with fresh prayer request from the Idlewild prayer ministries. If time is 
limited, simply pray your requests rather than sharing requests with each other 
before praying. This may contribute to consistency as you get started. Take more 
time and share requests before praying if it works best for you. Tailor the time to 
your own group as the Lord guides you, and be blessed as you grow together in 
prayer. Register at idlewild.org/prayer with 3 names, 3 cell phones and 3 emails 
or less if not available.

Watchman on the Wall has been updated and is alive and well! The wall is at 
idlewild.org/prayer. Click on the button by the Watchman logo. Here a person 
can choose a time to pray and see how many people are praying at various 
times, and can also leave a personal prayer request or pray for someone else’s 
request. Prayer requests of Pastors, leaders and ministries are printed and 
mailed monthly, and can also be seen at idlewild.org/prayer if you scroll down 
to the newsletters. You may even enjoy calling another watchman and praying 
together.

May you grow and mature in Christ as you pray in October.

Greg Murphy – Minister, Family Care
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Dr. Ken Whitten 
Senior Pastor 

1. We are praising the Lord for a 
wonderful Missions Impact Conference. Every 
aspect and venue made a personal impression. 
We want to give special thanks to the Mission 
Department for their vision for the conference, 
but we don’t want to forget the compilation 
of effort from every ministry department who 
helped the conference be a success. Pray for the 
Lord to speak to IBC members to answer the 

call to become missionaries for the fields are white and ready for harvest. 
Pray for every Idlewild member to look up and look around at the countless 
opportunities just next door and the next desk/office beside them.

2. As we reflect on all God did during the Refresh Prayer Conference, pray our 
members will put into practice what they learned and continue to grow in 
our prayer life as a church. Our church, families, city, state, nation, and the 
world are in desperate need of the Lord. He is our Hope.

3. Pray for our Search Committees who are actively looking for God’s men to 
fill positions on staff: Minister-Middle and High School Students; Minister-
International Missions; Campus Pastor-The Springs; Minister-Administration.

4. We are looking forward to Sunday, October 3 – Celebration Sunday – as 
we celebrate our 32nd anniversary as Pastor and People. We are looking 
forward to the note burning celebration and being debt-free! Pray for the 
planning team, our guest musicians, and for God to be glorified through it 
all.

5. We have had many deaths and funerals in our Idlewild Family in recent 
months. Let’s keep these precious families and loved ones in our prayers 
who are adjusting to their “new normal”. Pray for the Lord to be their 
Comforter and Prince of Peace during this time of transition.

6. Thank you for being God’s Prayer Warriors and for standing in the gap for 
all of us. Your ministry through prayer is the most important thing we do at 
Idlewild. Thank you for bringing our requests, petitions, and thanksgiving 
before the Throne and for interceding on our behalf. You are very precious in 
this Pastor’s heart and you are loved!

Brian McDougall
Executive Pastor

Personal:
1. Diana: Please continue to pray for Diana as she continues to search for relief 

from her back issues. Please continue to pray for God’s healing for Diana’s 
back.

Office of the PastorOffice of the Pastor



2. Leta: Please also pray for Leta as she recently broke her leg in a mowing 
accident. Praise God Leta is up and about on a walking cast with a walker. 
Please pray there her physical therapy will go well supporting a full recovery.

3. Logan and Aimee: Colton continues to do well, our first and only grandson 
is such a blessing from the Lord. We appreciate your prayers for this young 
family.

4. Lauren and Gabe: Thanks for continuing to pray for Gabe and Lauren as they 
are doing well.

5. Brian: I would appreciate your prayers for me too as I grieve the loss of my 
Dad. Please also pray that I will allocate some time for fitness. Keep praying 
please.

6. Aaron: Please pray for my nephew Aaron who is battling cancer with two 
young children. Aaron continues to make good progress, thanks for praying 
for him.

Ministry:
1. Church Vision and Mission: That our members would engage in the Vision 

and Mission of the Church
2. Join the Movement (JTM): That JTM would be effective in thousands of 

Idlewild members discovering their spiritual gifts, being equipped therein 
and serving in the area that God has planned for them (Eph. 2:10, 4:11-12). 
The JTM ReOpening is going well.

3. Accelerate: As you may know, the Lord has tremendously blessed this 
program to pay off the debt of the Church. It looks like we will be debt free 
by the end of September, 2021, Praise God!

4. Giving: That we would all continue to be generous in our giving even during 
these Covid19 times.

5. Please pray that all Idlewild members would joyfully have 1,000s of gospel 
conversations with those that are far from God.

6. Pray for families in our community that are being affected by COVID19 in 
many ways, i.e. health, anxiety, financial, etc.…

7. Please continue to pray for an effective Abuse Care Ministry. This new 
ministry cares for Abuse Victims and all related matters. This ministry is up 
and running and doing well.

8. Please pray for the Future Church team as they are making great progress 
on their work on how to accelerate Disciple Making at Idlewild. Please pray 
we will hear from The Lord on how to lead our culture to be one of 7x24 
Disciple Making. Please pray that Pastor Ken’s Sermon series and small 
group series starting in October will be effective at helping people discover 
God’s unique Gospel centered call on their lives to make disciples.

9. The Fiscal Year 2022 Ministry Plan is 100% approved by our Church and 
ready to go for the new year starting October 1, 2021. Thanks for your 
prayers!

10. Please pray for wisdom for me.
11. Please pray for Revival in our Church.



Member Care MinistriesMember Care Ministries
Reno Zunz
Minister, Caring Ministry

Personal:
1. Sherri and I are grateful for your prayers. Please continue to pray that God 

would bless us that we may be a blessing to others!
2. Please continue to pray for neighbors: John & Michelle (I meet with John 

for discipleship every week); George & Carol; Froment and Debbie (Debbie 
just lost her mother. She and Sherri performed CPR in front of their house. 
Please pray for healing from that traumatic experience.), Muthu, Mina, and 
their daughter Geetha, Pete & Genny and son Matt, and John & Nadia. We 
are seeing God at work in our neighborhood. Thank you.

3. Thank you for your prayers for our children: Jonathan & Megan (Abby - 3rd 
Grade Homeschool and Tampa Community Christian School & Micah - he 
just began preschool); David & Janell (Adele - she is now in Kindergarten & 
Ezra); Andy & Jenna (in Orlando). We are grateful for our family...

4. Some of you have prayed and asked about our home plans. Still seeking a 
builder. Praying for wisdom in decisions and timing.

5. My mother and stepdad (Elverie and Jerry) are still going through a rough 
time. They are in assisted living, but have many issues. They are also back on 
lockdown again!

6. Please pray for Sherri’s part time position as a RN at a doctor’s office. It 
appears that the practice may be sold. Not sure of the future there.

Ministry:
1. That God would direct our Member Care Ministry daily to give our all to 

assist members through their difficult times.
2. Please pray for our amazing Ministry Assistants: Linda Sienkiewicz and 

Lainey Bock.
3. That God would bless Deana Troyer as she leads our Special Needs 

Ministries, granting her wisdom and energy and strength, and would provide 
workers that love the students. Pray also for Charlie Bancroft, who is a 
wonderful leader and servant in our SN Ministry. Pray that God would open 
doors of opportunity for him with his Carlitos ministry. Carlitos material is 
being translated into Spanish - that is a huge praise!!

4. That the Lord would watch over our Idlewild widows and provide for all of 
their needs, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Our JOY Ministry through 
Pastor Phillip and Rachel Krutsinger is reaching out to our widows as are our 
deacons.

5. Please continue to pray for our foster families. Thank the Lord for The 
Idlewild Foundation and Executive Director John Campbell (and Mona) as 
they do so much for our foster families! Pray for our Hope for the Orphan 
Coordinator Orchid Lewis as she builds relationships with our foster families 
and also as she reaches out into the community. Orchid is doing a great job!



6. Pray for our 2021 Deacon Leadership: Chris McNeal (Chairman) - wife 
Theresa; Tim Triggiano (1st Vice Chairman) - wife Susan; Campbell 
Middlebrooks (2nd Vice Chairman) - wife Cheri; Earl Sack (Secretary) - wife 
Jennifer; Josh Lafave (Treasurer) - wife Sally; Bill Alford - wife Paula and Dan 
DeBra - wife Sharon (Yokefellow Coordinators).

7. Thank you! God is working in our church and through our staff. So thankful 
for you all…

Greg Murphy
Minister, Family Care

Personal:
1. Please pray for Isabella who has just moved to Austin, Texas for school and 

work, and time with her sister, Rebecca and her family. Pray for her to be led 
by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God and to walk with the Savior. Pray for 
her as she makes decisions for the school year and a job.

2. Please pray for my daughter, Rebecca, and husband, Robert. They are 
expecting their third child. Joshua and Caroline are 3 ½ and nearly 2 years 
old. They are very close to each other. Please pray for them to receive 
salvation at a young age, for learning and growing in maturity – age 
appropriate, and to prepare them for a new baby in the house in April.

3. Please pray for Lynn and me as we adjust as official empty nesters. Pray that 
as we enjoy now adult children that we can enjoy time together even living 
in different states and that we can be godly influences with grandchildren. 
Pray for us to go deeper in the Word and prayer and with the mind of Christ 
as led by the Holy Spirit. 

4. Please for my Mom, Sarah Murphy, for her to encounter the Holy Spirit’s 
presence each day and to maintain a sharp mind and to be able to be in 
fellowship with the body of Christ even while living in a care facility. Please 
pray for her to be physically comfortable.

Ministry:
1. Please pray that seeds sown during the Refresh prayer conference will take 

root and that the Holy Spirit will move us to pray individually, as families and 
throughout the church.

2. Pray for the church to move toward consistent, faithful lifestyles of prayer 
and to be assisted by Idlewild’s Lifestyle prayer ministries: Bless Every Home, 
Praylude (part of Wed. night Prayer), Watchman, Prayer Triangles and 
Family Prayer Altar. Please pray that prayer triangles will quickly be formed 
throughout the church body and become a powerful and effective prayer 
structure in the church.

3. Please pray for the younger generations specially to know the Word of 
God in such a way as to be strong against the cultural attacks on the crucial 
doctrines and principles of Christianity. Pray that God’s Word will be widely 
known and that the enemy will not succeed in distorting the message, 
language and impact of the Bible. As the world, through many forms of 
culture and media including music, TV, streaming, social media, etc. is 



misrepresenting the language, names, themes, context, etc. of the Bible 
we call on the Holy Spirit of truth to clear the muddy waters and let Christ 
be exalted and the Kingdom of God advance in the hearts of people. Pray 
for the large number of young people who report being overwhelmed with 
anxiety. Pray for the church to stand strong and not to falter or be distracted, 
misled, divided or weakened by the enemy’s current assault, as well as, 
deception and pull toward occult practices.

4. Pray that God will bring awakening and raise up laborers and that the culture 
will be freshly permeated with the Word of God.

5. Please pray that the Holy Spirit will move the church toward repentance and 
revival and fresh power and obedience in relationship with Jesus. 

6. Pray for the church regarding 21 days of Prayer followed by Revival services 
with evangelist Bob Pittman all during the period of January 9-31.

7. Please Pray for Linda Sienkiewicz, who is the Ministry Assistant in Family 
Care and for Lainey Bock who is the Ministry Assistant to Pastor Reno in 
Member Care. Please pray for them as they currently assist in the many 
areas of the Family Care/Caring Ministry.

8. Please pray for Pastor Reno and our decision counseling team including 
team leaders Bill and Carol Sutton, and Brian Pate. This team loves to 
minister and to assist people in knowing Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

Phillip Hanes
Minister, Biblical Guidance & Senior Adults

Personal:
1. For Mary and I as we seek to continue to be in the center of God’s will for 

our lives.
2. For our three children (Christopher, Jennifer, and Michael), our one 

daughter-in-law (Megan), and our two granddaughters (Caroline and Harper 
Mae) - whom we love with all our hearts!

3.  For Mary’s dad, Frank Patrick (age 89), for continued health and pleasant 
living at Angels Senior Living @ The Lodges of Idlewild.

Ministry:
1. For our senior adult Bible Fellowship Groups as they faithfully study God’s 

Word week after week.
2. Thank you for your prayers for our ongoing support groups who continue to 

meet on a regular basis to meet the needs of hurting people.
3. For our upcoming JOY Ministry Luncheon on Thursday, October 21st as we 

gather together to celebrate Everybody’s Birthday!  We’ll recognize the 
important day when folks were born and talk about the eternal significance 
of being born again!

4.  For the countless number of folks I counsel with from week to week. The 
Lord has allowed me the great privilege to help many people who are 
looking for God’s answers to life’s difficult situations.  Pray that they would 



discover His provision for their lives!
5. Pray for our senior adults who listen to my daily devotional calls.  I pray they 

are encouraged and blessed!

Deana Troyer 
Special Needs Coordinator

Personal:
1. Pray for my children (Ray Jr., Jennifer, Lisa, and Daniel) and their families, 

that each one would hunger and thirst after righteousness and pursue the 
Kingdom of God.

2. Pray for deepening unity with my husband, Ray, as we navigate new life 
stages, challenges and opportunities within our family.

3. Pray that I would eagerly seek God and that, most importantly, I would 
promptly and thoroughly act on what I hear from Him. I desire to be an 
agent of peace, of healing, and of reconciliation.

Ministry:
1. Pray for three new teachers needed on Sunday in Special Needs.
2. Pray for wisdom regarding Beat Street, our Wednesday night program, as we 

make some transitions.
3. Pray for our Deaf Ministry, as they are adding a new Bible Fellowship class at 

9:15.
4. Pray especially for our families. They have both joys and challenges that 

others may not experience. May God use us all to comfort and encourage 
and strengthen one another.

5. Pray that I will be effective in utilizing the training I’ve received in a 
communication method; that God might grant our non-speakers a voice 
through it and grant their families the opportunity to better know and 
understand these loved ones.

MissionsMissions
Dr. Edgar Aponte
Minister, Global Missions

Personal:
1. Thank you for praying for our son Daniel last month. The 6-week intensive 

therapy treatment went well. Sara and I are grateful. We praise the Lord for 
his gracious provision!

2. Please pray for our oldest son Edgar Miguel who just finished high school in 
Dominican Republic and is seeking to start college here next semester.

3. As Paul asks the Colossians (Col 4:3), please “pray for us that God may open 
a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ” to 
our non-believer neighbors.



Ministry:
1. Please pray for God to provide a godly and faithful shepherd to serve as 

campus pastor at Idlewild at The Springs, and pray for wisdom for our search 
committee.

2. Please pray for long-lasting fruit from our recent Mission Impact Conference. 
Pray that people will give to Idlewild on Mission, and pray God raise 
missionaries from our congregation to go to the nations.

3. Please pray that the Lord will provide a godly man with a missionary heart to 
serve as our international mission pastor.

4. Pray for the men and women of our church family who recently started the 
training of Mission Academy.

Eloy Rodríguez
Lead Pastor, Hispanic Church

Personal:
1. For my daughter’s pregnancy with our first grandchild.
Ministry:
1. Spain mission trip with my wife and other pastors and leaders from our 

convention (Traveling with IMB) September 23rd to October 2nd
2. Praising God for our 10th anniversary and celebration during the month 

October.

Yerusha Bunag 
Local Missions Director

Personal:
1. Pray that I can be a good IBC soccer coach to my daughter and her 

teammates. Pray that I will be bold in sharing the Gospel and that my 
competitiveness will go away.

2. Pray for my sister who was granted permission by the Australian government 
to leave the country.Pray for Australian Christians, they are quickly losing 
their freedoms.

3. Continue to pray for healing for my foot, I am looking for a new doctor.

Ministry:
1. Praise the Lord with me for the INCREDIBLE Missions Impact Conference 

that He blessed us with.
2. Pray for everything that did not get done while I was working on the 

Missions Conference.
3. Pray for our Local Missions Fall lineup which is usually very busy: Out Give, 

Angel Tree.
4. Pray that we can get a new English as a Second Language ministry up and 

running again.
5. Continue to pray that God will call out Local and International missionaries 



from our church body.
6. Pray for our classes which have begun training and equipping our members 

for missions: Spanish as a Second Language, Mission Academy, and Hope 
Restored.

Worship & Creative ArtsWorship & Creative Arts
Ron Upton
Minister, Worship & Creative Arts

Personal:
1. I want to thank you for your continued prayers on behalf of my family; 

Please pray for my wife, Miska; my son, Ethan; for my daughter, Marét, 
her husband Zach, our grand-daughter, Everest Blair; and my son, Nathan.   
Please pray that as a family, we all make wise choices and decisions.

Ministry:
1. Celebration Sunday will be Sunday, Oct. 3.  In the morning services, we 

will celebrate Idlewild’s milestones and honor Senior Pastor Ken Whitten 
on his 32nd Anniversary at Idlewild.  That evening, we will continue the 
celebration with a night of Psalms, Hymns, Spiritual Songs with special guest 
artists, Shane & Shane.  Please join us in a prayer of thanks, giving praise and 
blessing for what God has done and is doing here at Idlewild.

2. The Christmas Presentation plans are underway.  Writers, Art Designers, the 
Production Crew, Choir and Orchestra are all working on their parts of the 
program.  Please pray for each and every team member, for God to bless 
them with creativity, good health, and productive rehearsals.  Let’s also 
pray for those in attendance, that they will be blessed by the Presentation 
and that the Gospel message will be made clear.  Tickets will go on sale in 
October.

3. We have several open positions in our Production and Creative Arts 
Department.  Please pray for a new Director of Productions, for additional 
videographers in the Creative Arts Department and a graphic designer for 
our Communications Department.  

4. Please continue to pray for me as I seek wisdom and direction in the 
reorganization of our Communication and Production Departments.  

5. Please be praying diligently for revival for our church.  Psalm 85:6 – ‘Will you 
not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?’

Steve Kirby
Minister, Instrumental Music

Personal:
1. His family – Bonnie, Daniel (Aden and Jackson), Joel (Veronica, Ryleigh and 

Raegan) and Erin (Matt).
2. Pray for Daniel. Pray protection for Aden and Jack as they are with their 



mom and her “off and on” alcoholic live-in boyfriend/ fiancé. Pray as Daniel 
works to get permanent custody of the boys. It’s a huge financial and 
emotional burden for him. Pray for wisdom, sound minds and God’s grace 
on their lives. Daniel’s fiancé, Elizabeth, is in Chiropractic school. Pray that 
she stays on her timeline of finishing in a year or so.

3. Pray for Joel and Veronica as they lean on Him and make Him a priority in all 
things. Joel left his job and will start his own media consulting company. Pray 
that he is able to build a client base quickly. Pray that Joel and Veronica will 
continue to be the parents to Ryleigh and Raegan that God has called them 
to be.

4. Pray for Erin and Matt. Matt is still far from the Lord. But God continues to 
show Himself faithful. Pray with us that Matt comes to Christ soon. Matt 
and Erin are staying in the Tampa area and looking to open his own upscale 
barber shop in the next year or so. This will give our family more time 
with Matt to show Christ to him. He continues to ask Erin questions about 
spiritual things, so keep praying! Pray for Erin as she continues to deal with 
headaches and migraines. Praise: She recently had a procedure that has 
dramatically reduced the severity of her migraines. However, it has not 
reduced the number of migraines. She also deals with a severe wheat allergy 
(gluten). Erin still loves her job! Pray she can be a godly example to those 
she works with. Continue to pray for God’s perfect will to be manifested in 
their lives now and the future.

Thank you for lifting my family up in prayer!

Ministry:
1. The Worship Orchestra as we are always looking for additional 

instrumentalists to join with us. We are always in need of string players 
(violin, viola, cello), but all other instruments are welcome. As the vaccine 
becomes more available, we are seeing more instrumentalists coming 
back to play. We are busy rehearsing and preparing for the Christmas 
presentations Dec. 8-10. Pray as we put final touches on the script and 
orchestrations.

2. The WILD Student Worship Community, including the WILD Orchestra, 
as we pray for godly student leadership with a thirst for God’s Word. We 
are especially in need of string and woodwind players along with trumpet 
players, but all instruments are welcome (and needed). Pray that we can 
capture young musicians to train and to become better worshippers and 
better worship leaders. Pray for strength for the leaders and direction for the 
new ministry year.

3. The Centre for Music, Worship and the Arts as we are in the middle of the 
fall term. Enrollment is up! Amen! The Centre is always in need of qualified 
instructors, specifically vocal (male), piano and guitar. God has been so good 
to us in supplying the instructors that we need in His perfect timing! Pray 
that we can continue to meet the needs according to the Lord’s plan for us.



David Zunz
Minister, Student Worship

Personal:
1. For my wife Janell as she stays home with our two children.
2. For our 5-year-old daughter Adele and our 3-year-old son Ezra, for health 

and safety
3. For the salvation of our children, that they would accept Christ at an early 

age
4. For the future husband of our daughter and future wife of our son, that they 

would be pure, Christ-like spouses for our children.

Ministry:
1. For God to give me wisdom in several areas of discipline: Spiritual, personal 

health, work, finances and family
2. For clarity and vision as we continue 2021 in ministry, and direction on how 

to lead my ministry throughout the year
3. For discernment on how to keep my ministry safe and healthy during the 

COVID pandemic while also increasing in engagement and effectiveness

Brandon Arnold
Minister, Music & Worship

Personal:
1. Continued prayer for my parents. Dad’s knee is in bad shape, and it is going 

to affect his work, so pray the Lord will give him wisdom in where to go from 
here. And for my mom’s health.

2. Pray for someone whom I care deeply for... they are living in willful and 
blatant sin, and there are consequences that may affect them for the rest of 
their lives. I’m praying for Jesus to reduce them from that lifestyle, and to 
bring healing. I am disconnected from them, so I will probably never know 
the outcome, but I can pray all the same, and hope for the Lord to do a 
miracle.

3. Please pray for my personal time with the Lord... it has been a hard season 
personally, and I’m feeling weary, and that affects my time with Him, and 
even making my faith feel weak. “Lord, I believe, help my unbelief”

4. Pray for my heart as I am carrying some heavy heartaches, and also as the 
enemy attacks my heart and mind.

5. Please continue to pray for a godly wife, one who we can complement each 
other in life and ministry... and that the Lord will give me patience and faith 
in His plan and timing. Even if His answers aren’t what I want, that I will be 
faithful to Him, and be a good minister and example for His glory.

Ministry:
1. Please pray for our pastors and leaders to be close to Jesus, to have 

consistent and intimate time with our Lord, and to be encouraged and 
empowered to pour out as we serve others



2. Please pray for a difficult season as we have many staff positions that are in 
transition or are needing filled. Pray for godly and skilled replacements, and 
prayerful wisdom and discernment as our leaders seek to fill those roles.

3. Please pray for Pastor Ron, our choir, and our orchestra as they prepare for 
our Christmas presentation, and for the hearts of those who will be coming, 
that salvation will be received!

4. Please pray for our student and children’s ministries, that as they hear The 
Word of God preached each week, that it will take root in their hearts, and 
they will grow up to live holy and godly lives, and be great influencers for 
The Kingdom of God!

5. Pray for intimacy and passion in our congregation, that we will not be 
content to just be spectators, but we will be an entirety of church that is 
active in our walk with God, and in His mission to extend His Gospel and 
character to a world that desperately needs Him.

Sheila Goskie
Director, Children’s Music

Personal:
1. For my husband Tom – for him to love, serve, and grow closer to the Lord
2. For my children and their families – that they would love, serve and grow 

closer to the Lord: Kristin (husband Sean; son, Joel-6), Kara (husband Jordan; 
daughters, Ellison-7, Kate-5, & Emery-22 months), Caleb and Kaylin

3. For the school year for my kids, grandkids and their families – for them to be 
a light, to love and serve others well

4. For Kaylin at a new school this year and is working to finish her certification
5. For my brother that he would respond to the Lord and love Him

Ministry:
1. For our WQ to meet the needs of today’s children and families, to lead the 

children to grow in their worship experiences and in their love for the Lord.
2. For the older age groups as they lead in worship in October:
 a.  4th & 5th Grades – Wed., Oct. 13
 b.  2nd & 3rd Grades – Wed., Oct. 20
3.  c.  Grades 2-5 – Sun., Oct. 24
4. For Worship Quest leaders – for those to be faithful to follow the Lord’s 

leading in serving in this ministry, for those who serve to share God’s grace 
and love each week

5. For our Fall Tiny Tots session that continues – for lives to be impacted and 
drawn closer to the Lord through these interactive classes between parent/
caregiver and toddler.

6. Plans & preparation for our Winter Presentations:
 a.  Praise presentation for Preschool-1st Grade – Wed., Nov. 17
 b.  Christmas Presentation (with adults) for Grades 2-5



Family MinistriesFamily Ministries
Wade Griffin
Minister, Families

Personal:
1. Kim and I are looking forward to a few days away in late October. We find 

such value in the two of us getting away from time to time. We always find 
spiritual, personal and marital renewal. We are grateful for your prayers.

2. We are praying for our grandchildren who are back in school. Some in 
Christian school and some in public school. Praying that each of them will be 
salt and light in the lives of their friends and teachers.

3. Kim and I have had the wonderful opportunity to really get to know some of 
our neighbors in recent weeks. We appreciate your prayers as we seek to be 
a gospel light in our sphere of influence!

!

Ministry:
1. Please pray for our Group teachers who will be teaching 4 lessons in October 

in support of a series that Pastor Ken will be preaching. It is our prayer that 
these lessons will help equip all of us to better live out our mission and 
purpose.

2. I pray that Daily Living has been a blessing to you this year. In October we 
will be focusing on faith and the great examples listed in Hebrews 11. Please 
pray for the team that leads this effort and for the presenters. If you are not 
taking advantage, please subscribe at www.idlewild.org/dailyliving

3. As I write this, we are excited about the upcoming Refresh Prayer 
Conference on September 24 - 26. We are also looking forward to a great 
day of celebration in October

4. I have heard many accounts of neighbors, friends and family members who 
are open to the gospel in this time of uncertainty. Join me as we pray the 
light of Jesus shines through each of us. Lord, give us boldness and courage 
to lovingly speak of you and your love for the world.

Rob Taylor
Minister, Stewardship and Men’s Ministry

Personal:
1. Susan, as she continues to be a faithful and supportive wife, mother, 

grandmother and partner in Gospel ministry.
2. Our four children, Kelby and wife Katura, Kelley and her husband Colin, 

Kent and Kyle and grandchildren James and Taylor and Colton. Pray that our 
children and grandchildren will please God in every area of their lives and 
that they will be fruitful in every good work. Colossians 1:9-12

3. Please pray for Kirk Malone, the manager of the Stewardship and Men’s 
ministry. Pray that God will give us unity as we grow these ministries 



according to God’s will.

Ministry:
1. Pray for wisdom and discernment for our benevolence team and our food 

bank team to effectively meet the needs of those who are hurting. Pray that 
many will participate in our monthly food collection on the first Sunday of 
each month. Praise God for many volunteers who faithfully serve in this 
ministry with such faithfulness and diligence.

2. Pray for the Stewardship Ministry as we endeavor to cultivate a culture of 
generosity within the Idlewild family and raise the temperature of Biblical 
Stewardship. Pray for our Generosity Summit Team that meets regularly for 
this purpose.

3. Praise God for many families that are sacrificially giving to the Accelerate 
Stewardship Initiative. Praise God that our total indebtedness continues 
to decrease and pray that God will enable us to totally eliminate Idlewild’s 
mortgage debt by the end of this year.

4. Pray for our Men’s Vision Team as we continue to develop a disciple-making 
ministry to men. Pray that men will participate in “The Pursuit Men’s 
Conference being held at Idlewild on October 2nd from 8am-12pm. Praise 
for all the men who are participating in our Fall Bible Study-The Gospel of 
Luke. Pray that men will register for the Spiritual Training Workshops that we 
are offering.

5. Praise God for His faithfulness to provide for His church during these 
unusual times. Pray that our finance committee will be granted wisdom from 
above to manage God’s money His way for His glory.

6. We are offering Financial Peace University to our church family and 
community for no cost. Pray that many will participate and receive 
continued education and teaching on handling God’s money God’s way. Pray 
that this financial discipleship opportunity will “Transform the Tomorrow” of 
many inside and outside our church.

Brendon Schlappi
Minister, Single Adults and Young Adults

Personal
1. Continued prayer for our family and my wife, Ally, who is pregnant and due 

in December. Pray that everything continues to go well and the baby girl is 
healthy.

2. Pray for our family as we adjust to our foster daughter being reunified with 
her family after 2.5 years. Continue to pray for her and her family as well as 
the adjustment around our home. 

3. Pray for us in discerning what the future of foster care looks like for our 
family and how the Lord wants us involved in this season.

Ministry
1. Pray for our home groups and group leaders. We have a few new leaders 

and a lot of first-time members in our Young Adult Home Groups. Pray that 



the Lord will help them grow in their walk and connect to others.
2. Pray for our small groups, that the Lord would help us move the culture to 

be an even greater force in making disciples in Tampa.
3. Pray for those newly connected to the ministry, that God would help them 

find a home at Idlewild. And pray that he would continue to send more 
singles to connect with Him, His people, and His mission here at Idlewild.

Jodie Montgomery 
Ministry Director, Family Life/Women

Personal:
1. Thankful for anticipation of grandbaby
2. Praise for family gathering
3. Praise for building supplies, prayers for protection
4. Susan physically strong for pregnancy, no sickness, baby healthy
5. Home building continues by God’s grace
6. Protection from the enemy

Ministry:
1. Effective equipping for disciple makers
2. Holiday Tables details, empower Sara Loughlin for message
3. New Bible study group attendees engage with His Word
4. Protection, protection, protection
5. My schedule is full, discernment to do right things
6. Strong finish to Future Church and work that impacts the culture

Frank Mutz
Director, Recreation Outreach

Ministry:
1. Please pray for God to send us coaches who love kids and have a burden to 

share the gospel this upcoming soccer season.
2. Pray our discipleship training with coaches will move them tp passionately 

share the gospel with the children and their families.
3. Pray our recreation team will continue to work together for one purpose and 

that is to influence children, families, and coaches for Kingdom building.

Next GenNext Gen
Kelly Knouse
Minister, Next Generation

Personal:
1. My leadership as a husband, father, and pastor. Pray for strength and 

direction, as to how I lead and hear the voice of Jesus. Pray for wisdom, 



humility, and dependence on the Lord. Pray for clarity in ministry leadership 
and where to spend time most effectively.

2. For Tara, as she leads the Loft 181 ministry. Pray for wisdom and strength as 
she gives incredible leadership to our children. Pray for her friendships to be 
life-giving.

3. For Cade, for his walk with the Lord. Pray for him to grow in a desire to 
honor the Lord and make wise decisions. Pray for wisdom and direction 
as he selects a college and area of study. Pray for dependence on the Lord 
within areas of his daily walk and future. Pray for Godly friendships.

4. For Ellason, pray she continues to lead out spiritually among friends. Pray for 
her focus and satisfaction to be found in nothing else, besides the Lord. Pray 
for the healing of her knee that she injured in soccer.

5. For McKenna, pray for her to use wisdom, make wise choices, and have 
hunger for Jesus. Pray for discipline in her daily walk with the Lord.

6. For Presley and Tyce, that they would both grow in their desire to spend 
time with the Lord with summer.

7. For Paxton, as he begins to understand scripture and learns what it means to 
follow Jesus. Please pray that he experiences salvation at an early age.

8.  For Precious, as she continues her college studies. Pray that she continues 
to grow in her faith and desire to seek the Lord.

Ministry:
1. For an opportunity to open a Boy’s Clothing Closet for Foster Care teens.  

Please pray for the building that we are in need of renovating.  For God’s 
provision of donations and volunteer support.  For opportunities to share 
the gospel with teens, case workers, and foster parents.

2. Praise for God’s provision in our ministry and family this year.
3. Praise for the health of our family.  Praise for God allowing intentional times 

of connection and spiritual growth as a family during this season.

Patrick Newbill
Minister, Children Ministry

Personal:
1. Please continue to pray for my son, Curtis, He lives in LA and needs Christian 

friends.
2. Please pray for my daughter and son-in-law as they seek God’s blessing of a 

child.
3. Please pray that God would heal Patrick’s long-term covid effects (smell, 

taste, and covid-fog).
4. Please pray for Patrick’s vocal cords as well... strained.

Ministry:
1. Please pray for God to raise up the perfect person (that He wants) to fill our 

Preschool coordinator person.
2. Please pray for our new 4-5th grade coordinator to quickly absorb the role.
3. Please pray for God to continue to raise up new volunteers for the Awana 

program that has seen God-sized growth this year.



Andrew Evans 
Lead Minister, Students

Personal:
1. I’m asking King Jesus to help me slow down, be present, be still and know 

that He is God, and to surrender my desires for His own.
2. I’m praying for a partner in ministry - a spouse.
3. I’m going on vacation soon, and I’m praying that the Lord would use it to 

refresh me, and give me the opportunity to see what He wants to do in me 
and through me.

Ministry:
1. Pray that our team is seeking the face of Jesus together - striving for unity - 

and making prayer an integral part of all we do.
2. Please pray for personal revival in the life of our students and their families. 

And that it would be reflected in their worship, their intimacy with Jesus, the 
sharing of the gospel, and their priorities.

3. Pray for our team as we continue to look for a Middle School Pastor and a 
High School Pastor.

4. Pray for us as we desire to come alongside parents in the discipling of their 
students.

Sabrina Baker
Director, Children’s Ministries

Personal:
1. Please pray that I continue to lean on the Lord and his strength every day 

and that I would do nothing apart from Him.
2. Pray for my brother who has walked away from his faith, God is moving in 

his life!
3. Pray for my husband Spencer and I as we are in the process of adopting 

2 kids, 7 and 9 years old. Pray for a smooth transition and for God to be 
glorified in their lives.

Ministry:
1. Please pray for our families to be equipped to lead their kids in faith.
2. Pray for our volunteers, staff, and families to stay healthy.
3. Pray for the kids of Idlewild to share about Jesus in their schools and to be 

protected everyday with the full armor of God.



AdministrationAdministration
Ken Smith
Minister, Administation

Personal
1. For those of us parents and grandparents of children participating in the 

Idlewild Children Ministry, we are grateful for the use of Biblical based and 
sound Bible curriculum! I love the Answers in Genesis material currently 
used on Sunday mornings.

2. Both personally and in ministry, isn’t it great to see Fall approaching! There 
are some amazing Fall ministries that, if we participate, will refresh each of 
us and our families.

Ministry
1. Praising the Lord for our Missions Department Staff, Missions Committee, 

and the many volunteers who were used of the Lord to make the Missions 
Conference week incredible! Pray for them that they were also refreshed 
even when physically tired.

2. Pray all of our hearts are open to put service over self and we will be 
obedient to the Lord leading us to investment in Idlewild missions.

3. In my HR responsibility I am praying for filling open positions we have at 
Idlewild. Several part time and possibly full-time opportunities in Food 
Service, Facilities, Event Services, and Production Tech areas of ministry. Full 
time positions are open for both Middle School and High School Pastors, 
Campus Pastor at Idlewild at The Springs, Minister - International Missions, 
and Minister/Director Administration.



 NOTES



The Weekly Watchman is the weekly online version of 
Watchman on the Wall.  Go to www.idlewild.org/prayer and 
click on the link “Subscribe To Our Latest Updates” to receive 

weekly emails with prayer requests from our Pastors and 
Leaders

Praylude
 

Join Pastor Greg Murphy for a time of heart preparation, worship-
based prayer, and intercession each Wednesday evening 5:30-
6:15 in the Prayer Room beside the Fireside Room. Prayer can 
lead us to powerfully encounter God in relationship, worship 

and ministry. Let’s Seek God’s face together!


