
Prayers of Promise

Christmas is a time of rejoicing in promises answered by God. The passages of 
scripture in the Gospels where the events surrounding the birth of Christ are 
recorded also reveal some of the Old Testament passages of promises that were 
being fulfilled by those events. 

As you read the Christmas story this season, you can be greatly encouraged 
in your prayers by the answered prayers and fulfilled promises that you will 
encounter. Each of these can strengthen your confidence and expressions of 
faith in prayer.

Just the incarnation of Jesus alone should cause us to break out in praise as 
Mary did after the angel Gabriel said “…The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be 
born will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35b) He also told her, “For nothing 
is impossible with God.” (1:37) Celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ from the 
scriptural account. Pray with faith and confidence remembering that God 
answered this promise.

As believers in Christ, we are motivated in prayer as we continue to know that 
God will also keep His promises to us because we are in Christ Jesus and He 
dwells in us by the Holy Spirit. In 2 Corinthians, Paul shares this gem of truth 
revealed by the Holy Spirit, “But as Surely as God is faithful….no matter how 
many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ. And so through him the 
‘Amen’ is spoken by us to the glory of God. Now it is God who makes both us 
and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, 
and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” (2 
Corinthians 1:18a, 20-22)

Pray boldly because God keeps His promises! Have a Merry, prayerful Christmas. 
Please also begin to pray in preparation for 21 Days of Prayer in January. More to 
come.

Greg Murphy – Minister, Pastoral Care, Prayer, and Life Discovery
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Dr. Ken Whitten 
Senior Pastor 
     When I think about days at Hanna and 
Highland, I remember - with a warm heart - 
when the Leadership Team and Pastors met on 
Tuesday mornings to discuss the plans and 
programs of the church. Right next door to our 
meeting room was a group of prayer warriors 
that faithfully met every week at the same time 
the pastors were meeting. Their audience was a 
Holy God to whom they petitioned to lead and 
guide the pastors as we made decisions for 

Idlewild. It was under the steam of the prayer-power that enabled us to do the 
work of the church for the Lord. I think of you, our faithful prayer warriors 
reading these prayer reports who have taken the baton to wrestle with spiritual 
powers in high places, coming before the throne of God to petition for us. We 
cannot do this work without prayer and being spiritually clean before the Lord. 
Thank you for your faithfulness. Your prayers are needed now more than ever, 
not less. You are important in this army; your prayers vital.
     The Senior Pastor Search Process is well underway. If you have been watching 
the video updates on Sunday morning, through an email, or from the IBC 
website, you will know that resumes and CVs are being received and reviewed. 
We have no doubts God has chosen a specific man to lead Idlewild. Pray that 
God will work even now in the hearts of the new pastor, his wife, and family as 
these changes become reality. Pray with me that this family will be received with 
the same warm welcome and open arms of fellowship our family experienced 
from Idlewild members.
      Continue to be in prayer for the Student Pastor Search. This segment of our 
church is so important for the future of Idlewild as our Student Leaders train and 
create in our students a thirst to follow after God. Pray for our current leadership 
for the Lord to give them an extra measure of grace, energy, and stamina to lift 
the load while we wait for the new Student Pastor.
     Dessert with the Pastors is an evening designed to help members become 
more engaged with the leadership of the church. The next event is September 
22, 7:00 pm in Hall 2. Please pray for a full house (we are praying for 200+ to 
attend). Attendees will be able to ask any question about the church to a panel 
of pastors, get a current update on the Search Process for our new pastor, and 
learn how they can best serve the church during this unique period of transition.
     My fall and winter speaking schedule is ramping up with engagements to 
university chapels, Florida Baptist Convention, associational meetings, Liberty 
University School of Divinity Advisory Board Meetings, unanticipated funerals, 
and many more. Pray for the Lord to guard my time in preparing the sermons 
He wants Idlewild to hear as we prepare for the transition to a new pastor. We 
want to finish strong, serving the Lord now and until He returns. Pray for me as I 
represent Him and Idlewild during these invitational engagements. We want Him 
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to be glorified in everything we say.
     Thank you for praying for Kelly and Tara Knouse and Crew in Cleveland, 
Tennessee. Pray as Kelly settles into his new role at First Baptist Church of 
Cleveland, and for Tara and the kids to find friends and their new place of 
ministry in that community and in their new schools.
     Thank you for keeping Lyn and Kim Bain in prayer as they inaugurate their 
new home together. Pray for them to stay close to the Lord and draw close to 
one another as they both serve Him here at Idlewild.

God bless each one of you. You are loved
Pastor Ken

Brian McDougall
Executive Pastor

Personal:
1. Diana: Please continue to pray for Diana as she continues to search for relief 

from her back issues.
2. Brian: Please also pray that I will allocate some time for fitness. Making 

some progress here, but I do appreciate your continued prayers.
3. We are praising God for that our daughter and son in law are home safely 

from traveling in South America for 6 months.

Ministry:
1. Church Vision and Mission: That our members would engage in the Vision 

and Mission of the Church.
2. Join the Movement(JTM): That JTM would be effective in thousands of 

Idlewild members discovering their spiritual gifts, being equipped therein 
and serving in the area that God has planned for them (Eph. 2:10, 4:11-12).

3. Please pray that all Idlewild members would joyfully have 1,000s of gospel 
conversations with those that are far from God.

4. Please continue to pray for an effective Abuse Care Ministry. This new 
ministry cares for Abuse Victims and all related matters. This ministry is up 
and running and doing well.

5. Please pray for the new Disciple Making initiatives that we are currently 
implementing. Pray these plans will be fruitful in saving the lost and 
equipping the saved.

6. Please pray for wisdom for me.
7. Please pray for Revival in our Church.
8. Please pray for those involved in the Sr. Pastor Search process. Please pray 

that all involved in this process will be prayerful and careful to find God’s 
man to lead our Church.

9. Please pray for Pastor Ken and Ginny as they pursue God’s will in their next 
steps of ministry.
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Reno Zunz
Minister, Caring Ministry

Personal:
1. Sherri and I wish you all a wonderful Christmas season. Lots of family 

activities and church activities this month!
2. Our house plans are moving along. We hope to get the permit to start this 

month. Thank you for your prayers.
3. Thank you for praying for our neighbors. Please pray for Carol (husband 

George). She was in the hospital for over a month and now is in rehab. She 
also has dementia. They are not believers.

4. We appreciate the prayers for our family: Jonathan & Megan (Abby - 4th 
Grade at TCCS & Micah - PK at Bay Hope); David & Janell (Adele - 1st Grade 
at Starkey Ranch & Ezra - PK at Bay Hope); Andy & Jenna (in Orlando).

5. Sherri’s Sunday Group Women of Excellence is going well. I have a 
small Men’s Group Men of Excellence. Together we are adopting Edison 
Elementary School as part of our Local Missions Ministry.

6. Pray for Sherri’s co-workers at the surgery center. She is having opportunities 
to be a light for the Lord there.

Ministry:
1. That God would direct our Member Care Ministry daily to give our all to 

assist members through their difficult times.
2. I have some added responsibilities right now with Senior Adults (JOY 

MInistry). Please pray for our precious Seniors as they are dealing with 
so many issues in their season of life. Pray for more of our Seniors to get 
involved in serving inside and outside the church in the community. I will be 
leading our November JOY Luncheon on November 17.

3. Please pray for our amazing Ministry Assistants: Linda Sienkiewicz, Jinnie 
Stephenson, and Amanda Rodriguez.

4. That God would bless Deana Troyer as she leads our Special Needs 
Ministries, granting her wisdom and energy and strength, and would provide 
workers that love the students. Pray for a new initiative called S2C (Spelling 
to Communicate). There are exciting breakthroughs happening in this 
ministry.

5. That the Lord would watch over our Idlewild widows and provide for all 
of their needs, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Pray also for our 
GriefShare Ministry as many are going through the grieving process. Please 
pray for our new widows who have just lost their husbands recently. Some 
are now involved in GriefShare.

6. Please pray for Orchid Lewis, our Foster Care Coordinator. Pray for our 
foster families as they provide Christian homes for children displaced from 
their families. Pray for more Idlewild people to step forward and to begin 
to foster. We just dedicated 4 new adoptive families and now have another 
new adoptive family this past week!



7. Pray for our new Deacon Officers: Bob Perry (Chairman); Tony Black (1st 
Vice Chairman); Don Enoch (2nd Vice Chairman); Alvaro Cardozo(Treasurer); 
Dana Hardee (Secretary); and Yokefellow Coordinators Bill Alford and 
Michael Whitaker. We will have new yokefellows beginning this month as 
well.

Greg Murphy
Minister, Pastoral Care and Prayer

Personal:
1. Please pray for Lynn and me to go deeper in the Word and prayer and with 

the mind of Christ as led by the Holy Spirit. Pray for times of intense and 
refreshing study and prayer, discipleship, evangelism and teaching. Please 
continue to pray for Lynn for complete healing and recovery from injuries 
received recently when hit by an intoxicated driver while in the car. She 
continues to improve. Thank you for your prayers for her.

2. Please pray for our grandchildren Joshua, Caroline and Elliana for healthy 
growth spiritually, physically, mentally and socially. Please pray for them to 
receive salvation at a young age, for learning and growing in maturity.

3. Please pray for Robert and Rebecca (daughter) in marriage, as parents, in 
ministry and to grow in relationship with the Savior Jesus. I am giving thanks 
for this blessed season in their lives. Please pray for them and my daughter, 
Isabella, to continue to grow in wisdom, knowledge, understanding, 
discernment and discretion as in Proverbs which is so needed in the current 
American and global culture. Pray for them to be led by the Holy Spirit and 
the Word of God and to walk daily in the Holy Spirit. Pray for Isabella as she 
continues to make decisions in her school and career and family one day, 
for Rebecca as an editor of Christian books and resources published by her 
church and for Robert with new and challenging leadership opportunities 
in his career, and for each to lead others to encounter Christ in these 
opportunities.

4. Please for my mom, Sarah Murphy, for her to encounter the Holy Spirit’s 
presence each day and to maintain a sharp mind and to be able to be 
in fellowship with the body of Christ even while living in a care facility. 
Please pray for her to be physically comfortable. She is 86 and is doing well 
considering her condition following strokes years ago. Pray for the Lord to 
fill each day with His goodness and presence. Thank you for your continued 
prayers over the years. She is grateful and I believe the Lord has answered in 
various ways.

Ministry:
1. Please begin praying for the Lord to speak and to move and to strengthen 

the body during a potential season of 21 Days of prayer in January. 
2. Please pray that the Holy Spirit will move the church toward repentance and 

revival and fresh power and obedience in relationship with Jesus. 
3. Pray that Idlewild will be moved to daily prayer and the Word and to 

grow in Christ and together and in families as we pursue God in worship, 



intercession and all kinds of prayer.
4. Pray for the church to learn about and move toward consistent, faithful 

lifestyles of prayer and to be assisted by Idlewild’s Lifestyle prayer ministries: 
Bless Every Home, Praylude (part of Wed. night Prayer), Watchman, Prayer 
Triangles and Family Prayer Altar. Please pray that prayer triangles will 
quickly be formed throughout the church body and become a powerful and 
effective prayer structure in the church. Please pray for promotion to aid in 
informing the church body of these opportunities, and that the Holy Spirit 
will move in people’s hearts to pray in all situations by His own prompting, 
promotion, workings, truth and relationship.

5. Pray that God will bring awakening and raise up laborers and that the culture 
will be freshly permeated with the Word of God. 

6. Pray for me as I have resumed oversight and leadership responsibilities for 
the Recovery and Support group ministries at Idlewild as of July. Please pray 
for the team of leaders and facilitators that so faithfully participate and give 
backbone to this much needed group of ministries. Pray that those who are 
hurting will be guided to participate and to find the Lord’s healing. Thank 
you for your prayers. The support groups, CR groups, and 12 step groups 
have been growing which means more people are being encouraged in their 
hurts, habits and hang-ups. Your prayers are greatly appreciated

7. Pray for those seeking healing, direction and comfort through Biblical 
Counseling.

8. Please Pray for Linda Sienkiewicz, who is the Ministry Assistant in Pastoral 
Care and for Amanda Rodriguez who is serving as the Ministry Assistant to 
Pastor Reno in Member Care. Please pray for them as they currently assist in 
the many areas of theses Ministries. Pray for Jinnie Stephenson who assists 
in the Recovery ministry and as needed in Member Care.

 Deana Troyer 
Special Needs Coordinator

Personal:
1. My immediate family includes husband Ray, adult children Ray, Jennifer, 

Lisa and Daniel. Please pray for healthy and strong connections in all these 
relationships.

2. With nine grandchildren and an ever-growing number of great-grands, there 
is much opportunity for prayer! My deepest desire is that each one would 
have or enter a relationship with God that grows and thrives.

3. For myself, please pray for wisdom in how I invest my time, energy and 
emotions, so that all these would align more closely with God’s desires.

4. Please pray for restoration of certain relationships that are strained.

Ministry:
1. Special Needs families carry many of the same burdens and joys as anyone 

else. Pray for strong marriages, for provisions of financial needs, for the 



health of family members, for their children to grow in love with Jesus.
2. They also carry unique factors that magnify everything above. The strains on 

some of the marriages are huge. Add solo parenting into the mix for some. 
The financial factors are multiplied many times over when you have ongoing 
care needs, no prospect of an “empty nest,” and difficulty maintaining cash 
flow when you are regularly called away from work because of multiple 
crises. And when your child has limited or no speech, your heart can only 
ache to know how this child might be responding to Jesus. The joys are 
also magnified, often because they come at such great cost. Pray that our 
families will experience more and more of the joys.

3. Pray for student “J” who has been battling the effects of a bizarre 
inflammation in his brain. It has impacted so much of his, on top of the 
regular stuff that accompanies his lifelong diagnosis. Doctors have not been 
able to provide much help.

4. Pray for student “A,” who lives in “supported independence,” meaning he 
has his own apartment but needs live-in care to help him with certain areas 
of need. He has lost his weekend caregiver and needs a new one in order to 
maintain his level of independence.

5. Pray for families that have lost a child. Most recently, our student Melissa 
Mathews passed. Pray for Larry, Marilyn, Olivia and Zachary as they grieve 
her passing.

6. Pray for Spelling to Communicate, a program targeting individuals with 
little or no ability to reliably speak their thoughts and helping them develop 
certain motor skills needed to accurately point to letters and spell out 
absolutely anything they want to communicate. We have a number of 
students currently learning this method and training available for parents 
and others who want to learn how to open this door to the inner world of 
those without effective speech. Pray that many will catch the vision and 
pursue this amazing opportunity.

MissionsMissions
Dr. Edgar Aponte
Minister, Global Missions

Personal:
1. Please pray that the Lord may give me wisdom and faithfulness, as I seek 

to be a faithful steward of the Gospel and under-shepherd of the church. I 
want to honor Christ and bring glory to Him as I shepherd His people here.

2. Please pray for our family as we travel during Christmas to visit family in the 
Dominican Republic.

3. Please pray for my father—Uribe Aponte. They recently discovered a small 
tumor in his lungs, which they cannot remove.

Ministry:
1. Please pray for the upcoming Missions events. In the next couple of weeks, 

we will be hosting Angel Tree and Incredible Christmas. Pray especially for 



our Local Missions Team.
2. Pray for the Lord to provide for Idlewild on Missions, as we continue to fund 

our ministry outreach.
3. Pray that God will raise future missionaries and pastors within our 

congregation.
4. Pray for fruit from our Outgive event last month. Hundreds of people heard 

the Gospel, and several responded in repentance and belief. Please for 
Gospel fruit from the seed that was planted.

5. Pray for Tim and Becky Johnson, as they move to the Middle East to serve 
there as missionaries. 

Eloy Rodríguez
Lead Pastor, Hispanic Church

Personal:
1. Daniel’s surgery - He has not healed right yet. Pray for healing and a quick 

recovery.

Ministry:
1. We will become one of the National Hispanic Headquarters for Residency 

Church Planting Program. I will be traveling this week to Atlanta for training. 
2. HC programs during Christmas.
 

Yerusha Bunag 
Local Missions Director

Personal:
1. Praise for a successful shoulder treatment. Pray it will continue to heal so I 

can return to normal activities.
2. Please pray for overall health during this busy time of ministry.
3. Pray for wise decisions and godly parenting of our daughter Ellyse during her 

“tween” years.

Ministry:
1. Praise God for Isaac Iding becoming our full-time Local Missions Coordinator. 

Isaac will help in the area of School and Community engagement.
2. Praise God for adding more volunteer drivers to our Cafe on the Go team.
3. Praise God for the increase in ESOL (English for Speakers of Other 

Languages) students.
4. Pray for our holiday outreach events. Out Give, Angel Tree, and Incredible 

Christmas. Pray that God would open doors so we can reach the lost.
5. Pray for strength, unity, and fellowship for our missions’ team during this 

busy season.
6. Pray for our partnering schools: Pizzo, Woodson, SSK-8, Witter, Greco, 

Edison, BT Washington, Just, BC Graham, Kenly, Oak Park, Foster, James, 



Potter, Cypress Creek. Schools are struggling to fill critical 
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Ron Upton
Minister, Worship & Creative Arts

Personal:
1. I want to thank you for your continued prayers on behalf of my family; 

Please pray for my wife, Miska; my son, Ethan; my son, Nathan; and for my 
daughter, Marét and her husband Zach, and my two granddaughters, Everest 
and Lyla.

Ministry:
1. Plans and preparation for this year’s Christmas Presentation “Christmas Bells 

Are Ringing” are fully underway and we ask your prayers for the following:
Please pray for the builders and painters, riggers and tech team involved in 
getting the staging in the Worship Center ready.
2. • Please pray for each cast member, each Choir and Orchestra member, as 

they learn their roles and rehearse the music. 
3. • Pray for the Idlewild members to be bold and intentional in inviting their 

friends, neighbors, and coworkers to come to the Presentation.
4. • Please pray that God will stir in people’s hearts to come and see the 

Presentation.  
5. • Please pray that God be honored and exalted in and through the 

program.
6. • Pray for many to receive Christ through the presentation of the Gospel 

during the Presentation.
7. Please be praying for our Christmas Services.  We will have two services 

on Saturday, Christmas Eve, at 3:00 and 5:00.  Then on Sunday, Christmas 
morning, we will have one service at 11 am.  There will be no classes or 
groups meeting on Christmas morning.  Please pray that people will want to 
come out and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior.

8. Please be praying for the Pastoral Search Committee as they seek God’s 
wisdom and guidance in selecting the man that will step in as Idlewild’s 
Senior Pastor as Pastor Ken makes his transition.  

9. Please pray for wisdom for me as I seek to prompt a multicultural, multi-
generational body of believers to worship the Lord Jesus Christ in unity, 
spirit, and truth.

Steve Kirby
Minister, Instrumental Music

Personal:
1. His family – Bonnie, Daniel (Aden and Jackson), Joel (Veronica, Ryleigh and 



Raegan) and Erin (Matt).
2. Pray for Daniel. The housing market for loans has been soft all year, so 

finances are low. Pray that the market picks up. Also pray protection for 
Aden and Jack. Pray as Daniel works to get permanent custody of the boys. 
Pray for wisdom, sound minds and God’s grace on their lives. Daniel’s fiancé, 
Elizabeth, graduates from Chiropractic school this month. They are talking 
about a big move, so pray for their plans to be in order with God’s plan for 
their lives.

3. Pray for Joel and Veronica as they lean on Him and make Him a priority in all 
things. Joel loves his job, but it’s very demanding right now, and his traveling 
has picked up. Pray that he can balance home life, church and work. Raegan 
is having some challenges with reading and retention. Pray that the special 
classes will get her back to age graded level. Continue to pray that Joel and 
Veronica will be the parents to Ryleigh and Raegan that God has called them 
to be.

4. Pray for Erin and Matt. Matt is still a long way from the Lord. But God 
continues to show Himself faithful. Pray with us that Matt comes to Christ 
soon. Matt has opened his own barber “space” as his first step to owning his 
own shop and it’s going well (Thank You, Lord!). Pray God’s will for Matt’s 
plan. Pray for Erin as she continues to deal with headaches and migraines 
along with her wheat allergies. Erin loves her job and it fits her personality 
so well! Such a blessing! Continue to pray for God’s perfect will to be 
manifested in their lives now and the future.

5. Bonnie had endometrial cancer 4 years ago and a recurrence a year after 
that (radiation treatments). Well, it has returned. They found two spots of 
the same type of cancer. Her oncologist’s plan is to treat her with 6 rounds 
chemo once every three weeks. They started the first round on November 
29. She will lose her hair. Please pray with us that the treatments finally 
eliminate this cancer from her and she will have a full recover. Thank you for 
praying!

Thank you for lifting my family up in prayer!

Ministry:
1. The Worship Orchestra as we are always looking for additional 

instrumentalists to join with us. We are always in need of string players 
(violin, viola, cello), but all other instruments are welcome. We are putting 
the final touches on our Christmas presentation preparation. Pray for people 
to buy tickets, hear the gospel and receive a new heart for Christmas!

2. Worship Co., our student worship and arts ministry, including the Worship 
Co. Orchestra, as we pray for godly student leadership with a thirst for God’s 
Word. We are especially in need of string and woodwind players along with 
trumpet players, but all instruments are welcome (and needed). Pray that 
we can capture young musicians to train and to become better worshippers 
and worship leaders.

3. The Centre for Music, Worship and the Arts as we finish the fall term later 
this month. The Centre is always in need of qualified instructors, specifically 



vocal (male), piano and guitar. God has been so good to us in supplying the 
instructors that we need in His perfect timing! We have a long waiting list 
right now, so pray for God to raise up additional instructors. Pray that we can 
continue to meet the needs according to the Lord’s plan for us.

David Zunz
Minister, Student Worship

Personal:
1. For my wife Janell, this fall will be our first year sending both kids to school
2. For our 6 year-old daughter Adele and our 4 year-old son Ezra, for health 

and safety
3. For the salvation of our children, that they would accept Christ at an early 

age
4. For the future husband of our daughter and future wife of our son, that they 

would be pure, Christ-like spouses for our children.

Ministry:
1. For God to give me wisdom in several areas of discipline: Spiritual, personal 

health, work, finances and family
2. For God’s provision in my ministry as I look for new instrumentalists to serve 

in the student worship team
3. For the upcoming fall semester of Student Worship, for the events, 

rehearsals, and services

Brandon Arnold
Minister, Music & Worship

Personal:
1. Please pray for the salvation of a couple whom I recently had the 

opportunity to share The Gospel with... that they will come to know Jesus as 
their Savior

2. Please pray for balance in my life (spiritually, mentally, physically, 
emotionally) as I juggle a very busy schedule this season

3. Please pray for fresh spiritual wind in my heart... been a difficult year, and I 
am weary

4. Please pray for the salvation of my nieces and nephew, as well as other 
family members

5. Please pray for me to fall more in love with Jesus, and to reflect Him well

Ministry:
1. Please pray for our pastoral search committee. They have worked very hard 

this past year, and are getting close to transition time
2. Please pray for Pastor Ken & Mrs. Ginny as they prepare for a new season of 

life and ministry
3. Please pray for whomever our next lead pastor will be... that God will be 



working and growing in them mightily
4. Please pray for our church to grow in intimacy with Jesus, in sincerity and 

humility in our personal walks, and in passion for the Lost
5. Please pray for our pastoral staff... that we will continue to grow in OUR 

walk with the Lord, and that we will lead faithfully and well in this coming 
transition

Sheila Goskie
Director, Children’s Music

Personal:
1. For my husband Tom – for him to love, serve, and grow closer to the Lord
2. For my children and their families – that they would love, serve and 

follow the Lord: Kristin (husband Sean; son, Joel-7), Kara (husband Jordan; 
daughters,

3. Ellison-8, Kate-6, & Emery-3), Caleb and Kaylin
4. For the school year for my kids, grandkids and their families – for them to be 

a light, to love and serve others well
5. For Kaylin – for a new job, wisdom, courage
6. For my brother that he would respond to the Lord and love Him

Ministry:
1. For our WQ to meet the needs of today’s children and families, to lead the 

children to grow in their worship experiences and in their love for the Lord.
2. For the WQ older age groups as they are a part of the Adult Christmas 

presentation from Dec. 8-11 – for health, safety, for them to do well on their 
part

3. For Worship Quest leaders – to be refreshed and have a blessed Christmas 
season – for a few more leaders to join the WQ team

4. For the planning for our January session of Tiny Tots – that God would lead 
just the right people to be involved.

5. Plans for the Worship Quest session that will start in January – track classes, 
leaders, etc.

Family MinistriesFamily Ministries
Wade Griffin
Minister, Families

Personal:
1. Isn’t it hard to believe that another year has come and gone! As I reflect on 

2022, I am especially grateful for my wonderful wife. My mother recently 
told me that she couldn’t imagine God giving me a more perfect wife. That is 
a pretty high compliment from a mother-in-law and I totally agree!

2. I would appreciate your prayers for my parents. My dad’s health continues 
to decline and we recently made the decision to engage Hospice. Many of 
you have walked through these days and can appreciate the challenges. I am 



also praying for my mom who is the primary caregiver.
3. At the other end of the spectrum, we are very grateful for time with our 10 

grandchildren! We are asking God to help us to be intentional with this time 
and to support the hard work that their parents are doing.

Ministry:
1. As the Sr. Pastor Search Committee nears the end of their work, I believe 

they need all of us to heighten our prayer for them personally and 
collectively. I believe that this will be the time of greatest attack by the 
enemy.

2. My prayer during this season is for unity. It seems that many people in 
our day and culture are on edge. Lord, help us to rest in you and your 
sovereignty.

3. I am reminded frequently that we are in the world, but not of the world. Our 
culture is growing more and more aggressive in its attack against Jesus and 
his bride, the church. Lord, help us to be genuinely known for our love. Both 
for each other and for our neighbors.

4. There is a groundswell rising as many in our church are actively praying 
for friends, co-workers and neighbors who are far from God. Please pray 
for our efforts in equipping many in our church to Make Disciples through 
evangelism and discipling.

Rob Taylor
Minister, Stewardship and Men’s Ministry

Personal:
1. Our four children, Kelby and wife Katura, Kelley and her husband Colin, Kent 

and Kyle and grandchildren James (5) and Taylor (3) and Colton (1). Please 
pray that they would be faithful to God’s Great Commandment and His 
Great Commission.

2. Please pray for Kirk Malone, the manager of the Stewardship and Men’s 
ministry. Pray that God will give us unity as we grow these ministries 
according to God’s will. Pray for the Holy Spirit to give Kirk wisdom and 
discernment as he talks with so many each week who have financial and 
spiritual needs.

Ministry:
1. Pray for wisdom and discernment for our benevolence team and our food 

bank team to effectively meet the needs of those who are hurting. Pray that 
many will participate in our monthly food collection on the first Sunday of 
each month. Praise God for many volunteers who faithfully serve in this 
ministry with such faithfulness and diligence. Praise God for the generosity 
of Idlewild members for their extravagant giving to assist those in our church 
who need financial assistance.

2. Pray for the Stewardship Ministry as we endeavor to cultivate a culture of 
generosity within the Idlewild family and raise the temperature of Biblical 
Stewardship. Pray for our Generosity Summit Team that meets regularly for 



this purpose.
3. Pray for our Men’s Vision Team that meets regularly to pray and provide 

leadership for Idlewild’s Ministry to Men. Our prayer is that men will 
become all that God has created them to be and thrive in their faith, 
families, finances, fitness and friendships.

4. Please pray for Idlewild’s initiative to provide our membership with free 
Wills and Trusts for them and their families. Idlewild has committed to help 
our church family create a legacy of faithful stewardship and generosity. Pray 
that many would attend our next in-person seminar on January 21, 2023 or 
the webinar on January 22, 2022.

5. We are continuing to offer Financial Peace University to our church family 
and community for no cost. Pray that many will participate and receive 
continued education and teaching on handling God’s money God’s way.

6. Pray for our disciple-making focus through our Men of Iron mentoring 
ministry and other micro-groups of men that meet regularly.

Brendon Schlappi
Minister, Single Adults and Young Adults

Personal
1. We are moving a little closer to Idlewild and would love prayer that 

everything would go smoothly in the sale of our old house and moving into 
the new one.

2. Please pray for my oldest Colson, who just started Kindergarten, that God 
would be with him as he grows and flourishes. And to protect him from all 
the potential bad influences.

3. Please pray for me personally as some of my daily routines have changed, 
that the Lord would help me to abide in Him all the more.

Ministry
1. Pray for the Conversational Evangelism ministry at USF, that it would be 

fruitful and that God would send more laborers into the harvest.
2. Pray for our Disciple-Making ministry that the Lord would be in our 

equipping and encouragement of our disciple-makers.
3. Pray for our Single Mom’s mentoring ministry, that God would raise up 

mentors and Single Mom’s who would benefit from this ministry.

Jodie Montgomery 
Ministry Director, Family Life/Women

Personal:
1. Family good health, Eye improved
2. Complete read through Bible in a year
3. Book joy
4. Slower pace
5. His direction for son, son’s fiancée and son in law work



Ministry:
1. Financial support for two care situations, wisdom
2. Volunteers celebrated
3. Dumb Sheep uplifted
4. Wisdom, wisdom, wisdom, humility, humility, humility, hope
5. Families unite joyfully over holidays, purify homes

Frank Mutz
Director, Recreation Outreach

Personal:
1. Please pray for wisdom for me as I lead our recreation outreach ministry.

Ministry:
1. Please be praying for volunteer coaches for baseball season.

Next GenNext Gen
Patrick Newbill
Minister, Children Ministry

Personal:
1. Please keep my son, Curtis, in your prayers. So thankful he’s back at 

MacArthur’s church. He still needs some solid Christian friends.

Ministry:
1. Please pray that we would hear God speak regarding the design and plans 

for VBS this coming year. We kick up the planning in January and want to 
follow Him.

2. Please pray as we plan for a January 4th & 5th grade retreat. Pray for safety 
and wisdom as we put the pieces together. May we hit His target.

3. Please pray for a smooth Movie On The Lawn night (Dec. 16). Working 
equipment is always a good thing.

Andrew Evans 
Lead Minister, Students

Personal:
1. Pray for a healthy balance of rest in the midst of a very challenging season.
2. I am prayerfully considering selling my home. I’m seeking wisdom and 

discernment.

Ministry:
1. Please pray that the Lord would provide the right men at the right time to 



serve as our Middle School Pastor and High School Pastor.
2. Pray for our team as we take our Senior Class on their Senior Trip. We pray 

that this trip is one of preparation for life with Jesus beyond High School.
3. Pray for careful attention to the spiritual needs of our students as they live 

amidst a culture that is far from God.

Tommy Campbell
College & Young Adults LMA

Personal:
1. That I would remain clean and close to God, abiding in Jesus each day
2. That I would remain clean and close to God, abiding in Jesus each day
3. That I would walk closely with the Lord and be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s 

voice in leading the ministry
4. That my wife Natalia and I would continue to grow closer to Jesus and each 

other in our marriage
5. That God would give me a greater burden for the lost and help me to 

proclaim the gospel boldly and faithfully

Ministry:
1. That God would give our young adults a renewed passion for evangelism and 

discipleship
2. That God would raise up lay leadership within the Young Adults Ministry to 

help shepherd our people
3. That God would convict any unsaved individuals in our ministry of their need 

to follow Jesus and bring them to faith in Him
4. That God would continue to help our young adults to see themselves as a 

vital part of our local body here at Idlewild

Debbie Rairigh
Director, Children’s Ministries

Personal:
1. Please pray for a great week of thanksgiving and family who will be traveling.
2. Please pray for wisdom and guidance in raising my children.
3. Please pray for my daughter who is 8 months pregnant, that she will have a 

healthy baby and smooth delivery.

Ministry:
1. Please pray we will be able to fill both a full time and part time positions.
2. Pray that God will give us the right people for those positions.
3. Please pray that we don’t overlook anything while our team is understaffed.
4. Please pray that “Christmas on the Lawn” will be a blessing too many 

families and honoring to the Lord.
5. Please pray that our upcoming events will be what the Lord wants and bring 

glory to Him.



AdministrationAdministration
Ken Smith
Minister, Administation

Personal
1. Four of our six grandkids are, or will soon be, teenagers. I am excited for 

them as they mature into young adults. But, I am to keenly aware that this 
is not the society and culture that their grandparents were exposed to when 
they were teenagers. Our grandchildren and children desperately need our 
prayers and focused passionate Biblical discipleship.

2. Holidays are the best of times for many, but also the worst of times for 
some. Let’s be sensitive, alert, and prayerful for those who are hurting this 
Christmas season. They need our Savior who came to mend the broken 
hearted.

3. Pray for Jeanne and myself as we seek God’s wisdom for this coming year 
with our life goals.

Ministry
1. I am so very grateful to experience Christmas at Idlewild (Really ALL Ministry 

at Idlewild)!!! Let’s have a prayer of thanksgiving.
2. Pray for the hundreds of staff and volunteers who work so very hard, with 

a great spirit, to make Christmas at Idlewild so very worshipful, festive, and 
special.

3. On all our hearts is the desire to fast and pray for our Senior Pastor and 
family as they transition and to be doing the same for the Senior Pastor 
Search Committee and their families.



NOTES



You can receive the online version of the Watchman by going 
to www.idlewild.org/prayer and click on the link “Subscribe to 

OurLatest Updates” to receive an email with prayer requests 
from our Pastors and Leaders

Praylude
 

Join Pastor Greg Murphy for a time of heart preparation, worship-
based prayer, and intercession each Wednesday evening 5:30-
6:15 in the Prayer Room beside the Fireside Room. Prayer can 
lead us to powerfully encounter God in relationship, worship 

and ministry. Let’s Seek God’s face together!



Prayer Triangles  is to commit to pray in a 
group of three people  for 15 minutes or 
more each week. You and 2 others can pray 
by zoom, facetime, in person or however 
you choose. Watch for texts or emails with 
fresh prayer requests.

 

Lifestyle Prayer Ministries
www.idlewild.org/prayer

Watchman on the wall pray for an hour 
each week for pastors, leaders and 
ministries. Monthly prayer requests are 
available at idlewild.org/prayer or by mail 
and email. You can also commit and sign 
up on the wall for a standing weekly prayer 
time, and there is a place to submit or pray 
for requests 

Praylude is a weekly worship based and 
intercessory prayer meeting at Idlewild in 
the prayer room from 5:30-6:15 before the 
Wednesday evening service. Come join in 
prayer as we read a passage of scripture 
and then pray together as the Holy Spirit 
leads us.

Family Prayer Altar encourages families 
to designate a special weekly time and 
location for family prayer.  Families move 
fast these days and may not have family 
prayer. Why not start with one night each 
week when everything stops to read 
scripture and pray? 

Bless Every Home links you to an online 
ministry that gives you the resources to 
pray for your neighbors by name and to 
minister to them. You can receive an email 
daily or as often as you choose to pray five 
neighbors on that day. You can register 
anytime at blesseveryhome.com and begin 
to pray. (There is also a link at idlewild.org/
prayer)


