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Note: Pastor Greg Murphy is Minister of Pastoral Care and Prayer at Idlewild. 
Throughout the years, the Power of Prayer has greatly influenced his life. Pastor 
Greg wanted to share some of these experiences with others...in this newsletter and 
at the  

January 19th JOY Luncheon 
   ALWAYS PRAY – DON’T LOSE HEART... 

 

  My pastor laid his watch on the pulpit as he began his 
sermon. He folded his hands, at some point during the 
message, bowed his head, leaned forward on the pulpit, 
and prayed with intensity. That evening in my small class 
at church at age five, I was asked to pray. I folded my 
hands, bowed my head, leaned forward on the table, and 
attempted to pray with the intensity that I had witnessed 
that morning in worship. This is the earliest occasion that 
I specifically remember praying.  

  When I was seven, as the same Pastor preached in a Sunday evening service, I came under 
the conviction of the Holy Spirit. When I arrived at home that night I was weeping in 
distress. My Dad walked through the gospel message with me. I was filled with joy as I 
repented and expressed faith in Jesus through prayer, and received His salvation. 

  Praying at the dinner table daily, as well as at church and other occasions with my family, 
was a time to show gratitude and worship to God; but it also established in our hearts and 
minds over time our family identity that most often revolved around Jesus who was at its 
core. (Even in the midst of the normal family nuttiness that 
happened at the table with my four brothers and me.) 

  In third grade, I was encouraged by a children’s leader at 
Ridgecrest to pray in the prayer garden which included a thin 
mountain spring surrounded by rhododendron and a small 
outdoor chapel made from logs. I encountered the presence of 
God in my prayers in the beauty of His creation. When I later 
served as a Pastor in a church that was in the North Carolina 
mountains, I would occasionally seek out that little garden to 
pray when I was nearby. 
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   I passed a challenging swimming test at a summer camp in fifth grade praying Philippians 
4:13 because my Mom had sent it to me in a letter to encourage me. That same year I took a 
course at my church on witnessing and began to pray for my friends and to share the gospel. 

   Looking back, the Holy Spirit began over time to draw me to always find a place and time 
to pray whether on my breaks on jobs, at school or wherever I was. In high school in 
Germany, I would walk the cobble stone roads at night on our military post in the normal 
drizzly rain to get alone and pray. One year in college, I met with a prayer partner in a music 
practice room to pray each Monday from prayer lists during the only thirty minutes that our 
schedules allowed. After I was married to Lynn and was a pastor, I found one of those old 
lists and was amazed as I noticed that God had answered practically every prayer listed.  

   Ministry also has had the effect of immersing me in prayer. Ministry exposes our necessity 
for dependence on God in prayer. In marriage, Lynn and I have had the blessing in ministry 
of some prayers being answered most completely when we prayed together. 

   If I was drawn to pray, it is because I was drawn to the Holy Spirit to fill that daily hunger 
that believers have as expressed in Psalm 42:1-2, and that only He can fill. “As the deer pants 
for the streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God. When can I go and meet with God?”  In prayer we express our faith and 
dependence on God. He is faithful to fill the hunger as Jesus taught in Matthew 5:6. I am 
thankful for the Holy Spirit, for the Word of God, and for God’s people who have greatly 
influenced and strengthened me in prayer. “You will seek me and find me when you seek me 
with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13) 
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8:00 a.m. 

Steadfast Seekers Surrendered to Christ — Room:  Fireside Room  Teacher:  
Chuck Tortorice(727-207-9892) 
 
King’s Men—Room: E-110  - Teacher: Jerry Zeleznock  (813-285-2224) 
 
Bereans — Room:  E-104AB  Teacher:  Wayne Burks (813-625-6663) 

 

Alive in Christ — Room:  E-111AB  Teacher:  Bob Sprinkle (813-493-9311) 

 

Golden Circle Class — Room:  E106  Teacher:  Louise Switzer (813-838-0915) 

 

9:15 a.m. 

Omegans— Room:  E-109   Teacher:  Mike Honn (734-395-4616) 

 

The Biblical Story—Room: Choir Room   Teacher: Dr. John Greene  

 

Joint Heirs — Room:  E-104  Teacher:  Ed Obaugh (813-486-0216) 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Seekers Fellowship — Room:  E-104  Teacher:  Bob Ward (813-833-8953) 

 

Path Seekers — Room:  E-107  Teacher:  Jerry Nash (813-810-4061) 

 

Count It All Joy Class — Room:  W-101  Teacher:  Lance Peterson (813-210-2846) 

 

Seeker’s Outreach — Room:  E-109  Teacher:  Al Melton (813-546-5698) 

 

Living by the Book– Room: Choir Room  Teacher: Jim Smith  
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FEBRUARY 9th  

JOY LUNCHEON 

We are excited to have  

Pastor Ron Upton share all about 
LOVE at this luncheon and surprise 

music.  You don’t want to miss this one.   

Please register at events registration or online at 
idlewild.org/register 


